PA-01 Member of Congress Tracking Report - 02/10/19
This is a 100% volunteer effort brought to you by a handful of progressive Democrats and Independents
who share a vision of an electorate that knows exactly what their elected officials are doing on their behalf,
and who bring that knowledge with them to the polls each year. We want to offer a big thank you to the
Pennsylvania Together and Pennsylvania Statewide Indivisible organizations who host our report and help
us share it out to the residents of our Commonwealth!

Tracking Congress in the Age of Trump
The lower the number, the more the legislator votes in opposition to the Trump agenda.
Member of Congress

This week’s score

Change from last report

Senator Bob Casey (D)

31.5%

-0.3%

Senator Pat Toomey (R)

88.4%

-1.0%

PA-01 Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick (R)

75.0%

0.0%

Nate Silver’s FiveThirtyEight website assesses the voting records of our MoCs to provide this index, by
noting any bills where President Trump has stated a position, and comparing the vote of the legislator to
that opinion. There was only one vote scored in the Senate this week, about Middle East policy.
Want to see exactly what votes went into giving your MoC the numbers above? Click on the name of any
legislator and you will be brought to their 538 webpage, where all of the positions that went into the index
are listed in an easy-to-read format.

Words From Our Founders
“The circumstances under which we find ourselves at this place rendering inconvenient the mode
heretofore practiced of making by personal address the first communications between the legislative and
executive branches, I have adopted that by message, as used on all subsequent occasions through the
session. In doing this I have had principal regard to the convenience of the Legislature, to the economy of
their time, to their relief from the embarrassment of immediate answers on subjects not yet fully before
them, and to the benefits thence resulting to the public affairs.”
— Thomas Jefferson’s letter to the President of the Senate, dated
December 8, 1801, in which the president explains why he prefers not to
make the State of the Union a speech, but will instead send it via letter

Votes of Interest Middle East Foreign Policy in the Senate
Senate Vote on S. 1 - Strengthening America’s Security in the Middle East Act of 2019
In last week’s MoCTrack Report we recounted the details of a vote to add an amendment to a pending bill
to rebuke President Trump for his recent decisions related to the deployment of troops in Syria and
Afghanistan. This week that full bill came up for a final vote in the Senate.
GovTrack has provided a useful summary of the legislation, which would:
● Reauthorize a cooperation agreement the U.S. struck with Jordan in 2015: a three-year deal to
streamline defense sales, secure the country’s borders with Iraq and Syria, and fight ISIS.
● Authorizing sanctions against the regime of Bashar al-Assad in Syria unless several conditions are
met — conditions which are unlikely to be met, such as releasing political prisoners and no longer
targeting civilian populations.

●

Extend an existing loan guarantee program with Israel through 2023, while increasing protections
for state and local governments that refuse to invest in or contract with companies which boycott
Israel.
The bill also contains the amendment recapped last week, which reads “...the United States faces
continuing threats from terrorist groups operating in Syria and Afghanistan and that the precipitous
withdrawal of United States forces from either country could put at risk hard-won gains and United States
national security.”
Many progressives have been referring to this bill as the “anti-BDS bill,” referring to that final GovTrack
bullet point above, but that is an over-simplification of the content of this legislation. This is a bill of 37
sections, and only one of them deals explicitly with anti-BDS policy. The individual sub-section (402) that
legislates around anti-BDS issues does not institute any specific action on behalf of the federal
government. What it does say is that “a measure of a State or local government that is consistent with
subsection (a) is not preempted by any Federal law.” That means that this bill is explicitly allowing states
who have instituted anti-BDS policies to continue to do so, saying that federal law does not preclude them
from doing so.
Without wading into the moral issues surrounding Palestine, Israel and the BDS movement, one can still
say that it was very shifty of Senators Marco Rubio and Mitch McConnell to slide this topic into this
particular bill. The Daily Beast has an opinion piece titled “Anti-BDS Bill Isn’t About Boycotting Israel, It’s
About Splitting the Democratic Party” that is worth reading in its entirety, as it does an excellent job
outlining all the reasons why section 402 was added into this bill now. The top-line takeaway is this: “The
Democratic Party is thus caught between at least three constituencies: the pro-Israel old guard,
pro-Palestine young progressives, and anti-censorship liberals. The fight is not going to be pretty, and
already, Republicans are rubbing their hands with glee.”
The final vote on this bill was taken on February 5, 2019. It passed 77-23. Casey voted YES and
Toomey voted YES. Among the presidential hopefuls for 2020, Booker, Gillibrand, Harris, Sanders and
Warren voted NO. Klobuchar voted YES.
Uncontroversial House action
This week the House passed a number of bills with HUGE margins. Some of these are minor fixes to
existing law, or directions to bureaucratic agencies. These bills were brought up under a process called
“suspension of the rules,” where extended debate is set aside, but the bill must get a super-majority of ⅔ of
the vote to pass. All of these bills had Representative Fitzpatrick’s vote.
● H.R. 831 - This bill tells the Secretary of Transportation to get nominations for the “Scenic Byways”
program, a grant program that provides for improving/maintaining historically interesting or
beautiful roadways. The bill passed 404-19 on 02/06/19.
● H.R. 66 - Route 66 will be 100 years old in 2026, and this bill creates a Centennial Commission “to
determine whether the activities are fitting and proper to honor Route 66” for it’s big anniversary,
and then recommend them to Congress. This bill passed 399-22 on 02/06/19. H.R. 450 - This bill
adds to the criminal code, so that defrauding a veteran of their benefits is distinct from regular
fraud, and has a more harsh penalty. This bill passed unanimously, 417-0, on 02/07/19.
● H.R. 507 - The legislation directs the Attorney General to create an expert working group on
human trafficking and deliver a report (within 3 years) on prevalence and programs to help victims.
On 02/07/19, this bill passed in a 414-1 vote.
● H.R. 840 - This bill creates a child care stipend to be paid out to eligible veterans who are
receiving mental health or “other intensive health” services from the Department of Veterans
Affairs. This bill came up for a vote on 02/07/19 and passed, 400-9.
Another cluster of bills had even broader support, and were passed by voice vote (an assumption of
unanimity). Those bills include:
● H.R. 543 - when the Federal Railroad Administration begins a safety assessment, they need to
notify certain parties, including appropriate congressional committees.

●
●
●
●

H.R. 886 - this bill required public buildings to have a room for breastfeeding, with seating, a
surface, and an electrical outlet.
H.R. 876 - this bill directs FEMA to develop a plan for the purchase and installation of an
earthquake early warning system for the Pacific Northwest.
H.R. 752 - this would create a searchable database of Equal Access to Justice Act awards
H.R. 494 - this will reauthorize the Juvenile Accountability Block Grant program

Our MoCs respond to the State of the Union Address and/or the Stacey Abrams
response
Senator Bob Casey, 02/05/19, via his website:
“The President should have pledged tonight “no more shutdowns” and committed to taking additional steps
to help the 820,000 federal employees recover from the adverse impact of his government shutdown. He
also missed an opportunity to speak to America’s middle class families who are struggling to make ends
meet. He could have committed to a substantial tax cut for those families. He could have talked to working
parents about a comprehensive agenda for their children – investing in education, safeguarding their
healthcare, rebuilding their schools and protecting them from violence. Unfortunately, he used his platform
tonight to reinforce the same talking points and to double down on his corporate agenda.”
🔵

Senator Pat Toomey, 02/05/19, via his website:
"The economy is the best it's been in decades. Economic growth has accelerated, unemployment has
dropped to record lows, middle-class wages are rising, and for the first time there are more job openings
than there are people looking for a job. This is largely due to our historic tax reform and deregulatory
efforts of the past two years. The president was right to underscore the significance of our progress.
🔴

"President Trump also made a reasonable case for enhancing security at our southern border. The
obvious, necessary solution to our budget impasse is a compromise that improves border security including physical barriers where requested by Customs and Border Protection - and delivers on some
Democrat priorities, too. I hope Speaker Pelosi will come to the table and finally negotiate in good faith.
"On trade, I continue to believe that the administration is taking us down the wrong path. Tariffs on
products imported into the United States are taxes, paid by American consumers, that harm American
families and workers. Congress must reassert its constitutional responsibility on trade, not cede even more
to the executive branch. China does engage in the egregious theft of intellectual property. The
administration's negotiations with China should focus on ending this practice.
"I commend the president for his focus on health care. He is right to urge Congress to adopt reforms that
will make health care more affordable and available to more Americans. And he is right to set the
ambitious goals of ending HIV/AIDS and childhood cancer. I look forward to working with the president and
my colleagues to achieve these goals."
PA-01’s Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick, 02/05/19, via his website:
"The State of the Union has historically presented a tone of optimism and bipartisanship. I am glad the
President continued this tradition and conveyed a message of American prosperity and security. It is my
hope that Republicans and Democrats will work together to combat the pressing issues facing our nation,
as there is more that unites us than divides us. As was articulated tonight, it is time to put aside the politics
of revenge, resistance, and retribution for the wellbeing of our great nation.”
🔴

MoC Twitter Action
Senator Bob Casey hot topics: The senator started the week with a series of tweets about the Trump
Administration’s policies toward migrant children, which included a response from the Government
Accountability Office to an earlier letter he and other legislators sent which indicates the GAO will begin an

investigation. After a cluster of tweets regarding the State of the Union (his expectations, his guest, and his
responses), the senator retweeted a link to Governor Wolf’s proposed 2019-2020 budget and then his
comments about the same. Senator Casey issued a tart clap back about climate science to President
Trump, who once again confused weather with climate. He then continued with other materials directed at
the president, specifically addressing Trump’s SOTU threat about ongoing congressional investigations.
The senator ended the week with a link to a report about the Trump Administration’s ongoing efforts to
sabotage the ACA.
Casey tweet of the week, 02/06/19: “:cough, cough:”
— shared with a link to a Bloomberg article titled “U.S. Banks Win $21
Billion Trump Tax Windfall Then Cut Staff, Loaned Less”
Representative Brian Fitzpatrick hot topics: The representative shared a number of images with his
guest for the State of the Union. He offered congratulations to two constituents who are being honored in
the 2019 Prudential Spirit of Community awards, and also to the new Ambassador to India. He tweeted in
support of two bills he is currently promoting, both also introduced last session - one about puppy mills, the
other to mandate airplane cockpit barriers. The representative issued a four part thread on common sense
gun reform legislation. At the end of the week he shared a series of images from the Bucks County
Brewfest in Newtown.
Fitzpatrick tweet of the week, 02/05/19:  “In a sign of solidarity and bipartisanship, the leaders of
the Problem Solvers Caucus are sitting together tonight at #SOTU.”
— shared with an image of our representative with Reps. John
Gottheimer, Tom Reed, and Tom Suozzi
Senator Pat Toomey hot topics: The senator congratulated the president on his choice of David
Malpass to lead the World Bank. He then offered both a preview and a response to the State of
the Union. He retweeted a video from “Tariffs Hurt the Heartland” about a new study that
“estimates job losses, family impacts & broader economic impacts” from the current tariff regime.
The senator ended the week with his endorsement of Attorney General nominee ‘Bill Barr’
Toomey tweet of the week, 02/07/19: “It was great meeting with AG nominee Bill Barr today. He
will do a terrific job in heading up the DOJ and I look forward to supporting his nomination soon.
— shared with an image (branded by the senator’s office) of nominee
William Barr with the senator
Honorable mention, lawmaker
From @RonWyden (D-Ore.) on 02/08/19:
“NEW: I introduced S.420, my bill to legalize and responsibly regulate and tax marijuana.
It’s time to bring our country’s marijuana policies into the 21st century, and my legislation
is the way to do it. The federal prohibition of marijuana is wrong - plain and simple. Too
many lives have been wasted and too many economic opportunities have been missed.
It’s time for Congress to respect the will of the voters in Oregon and nationwide, who are
demanding common-sense drug policies.”
— shared with a link to the senator’s full press release on his new bill
Honorable mention, media
From @Matt Fuller, from the Huffington Post, on 02/09/19:
“After a week discussing how politicians wearing blackface in the 80s is racist and
unacceptable, maybe we can discuss how the President of the United States’s casually
racist joke from an hour ago is also unacceptable.”
— in response to President Trump’s tweet about Sen. Elizabeth Warren
that included a joking reference to the genocide of Native Americans, the
Trail of Tears

Honorable mention, constituent response
From @KateFinney4 on 02/07/19:
“He has already expressed his disdain for the Mueller investigation and will not commit to
releasing the report. Your vote should be a solid no. Your main goals seem to be
enabling Trump's corruption and comforting the comfortable with tax breaks.”
— tweeted in response to Senator Toomey’s tweet of the week, about his
endorsement of AG-nominee William Barr

Casey in the News
Courtesy of contributor Kathy Sites
“They need to set a standard so we can ensure that people are safe from what is in essence poison in the
water. This is inexcusable. We cannot allow this to happen in Pennsylvania or any other state.”
— comments by Senator Casey regarding the EPA’s decision to no longer
regulate certain chemicals in drinking water that have been linked to
cancer and other illnesses, from an article on the website Organization for
World Peace, titled “PA Will No Longer Regulate Chemicals In Water
Supply”
“It’s a ridiculous, insulting statement. It’s also dangerous. Unfortunately, the president seems to have
contempt for the rule of law. He seems to have contempt for our basic system of checks and balances and
accountability.”
— from an article in Columbia, South Carolina’s WACH Fox affiliate, titled
“Sen. Casey: Trump's threat against congressional investigations
'ridiculous, insulting'”
“We’ve had, by one estimate, 471,000 people in rural Pennsylvania with no high-speed internet. You can’t
really rebuild America without rebuilding our schools.”
— from an article in Honolulu, Hawaii’s KITV ABC affiliate, titled “Hirono
among supporters of $100B school infrastructure revitalization plan”
“The truth is that our retirement system does well for some but allows others to fall through the cracks.
That that is especially true for women and for those whose employers do not offer a retirement plan.”
— from a blog entry on the National Association of Plan Advisors website
titled “Senate Committee Looks at Answers to ‘Looming Crisis’”
“We are introducing the Surviving Widow Income Fair Treatment Act in an effort to increase Social Security
benefits for women by eliminating some claiming rules and caps that substantially reduce a widow’s
benefits. In addition to strengthening Social Security, other efforts that Congress can undertake to improve
retirement security include keeping multiemployer pensions solvent, expanding access to workplace
retirement plans and creating tax incentives, such as the Saver’s Credit, for retirement savings.”
— from an article on the McKnight’s Senior Living website titled
“Legislation, commission suggested to address ‘retirement crisis’”

Fitzpatrick in the News
“The cancer caucus is a leading voice on cancer research and funding in Congress. Cancer is
indiscriminate, afflicting millions of Americans each year from all walks of life. I am honored to serve as
co-chair of this bipartisan caucus, and will continue to advocate for cancer patients and their families in
Bucks and Montgomery counties.”

— from the Niagara-Wheatfield Tribune article titled “Reps. Higgins, King,
Kilmer & Brian Fitzpatrick to serve as co-chairs of House of
Representatives Cancer Caucus”
“What I hope to hear him say is that we’re never going to do that again.”
— the representative expresses how he hopes the president will talk
about government shutdowns, in an Allentown Morning Call article titled
“Pennsylvania lawmakers set expectations ahead of President Trump's
State of the Union address”
“This is probably the most common-sense legislation we’ll vote on in the 116th Congress.”
— from a Press of Atlantic City article titled “Parkland shooting to be
commemorated with new bill requiring background checks on gun sales”
““The previous Congress made progress in ensuring that future commercial aircraft are equipped with
secondary barriers, and we must build on that momentum to include existing commercial aircraft.”
— from a Bucks County Courier Times a
 rticle titled “Fitzpatrick revives
push for cockpit safety, in honor of Lower Makefield pilot killed on 9/11”
“It’s crucial we stand up for animals—both as individuals and as a society. That means strengthening
important regulations under the Animal Welfare Act to meet this goal. As a member of the Congressional
Animal Protection Caucus, I’m committed to ensuring our government is doing its part to promote animal
welfare.”
— from an article in Allentown’s WFMZ 69 News titled “Proposed WOOF
Act aims to crack down on puppy mills”
“Climate change must be addressed proactively with leaders from both sides of the aisle working to protect
our planet. Every nation will be affected by climate change which is why nearly every country agreed to
work to reduce carbon emissions. I continue to urge the administration not to leave the Paris Climate
Accord — but in the meantime, Congress should send a message to the world: the people of the United
States remain committed to pursuing bipartisan solutions to address climate change and protect our
environment.”
— from an article in the Washington Examiner titled “Lone Republican
Brian Fitzpatrick joins with Democrats to rebuke Trump for leaving Paris
climate deal”

Toomey in the News
Courtesy of contributor Elayne Baker
“We have a moral duty to protect the most vulnerable among us, and infant survivors of abortion need
advocates and defenders in Congress. I am honored to stand with the pro-life community to prevent the
killing of an innocent child and I hope my colleagues in the Senate will act swiftly to approve this
legislation.”
— from an article in The Bradford Era titled “Toomey co-sponsors infant
medical care bill”
“Tariffs on steel and aluminum imported into the United States are taxes paid by American consumers.
The imposition of these taxes, under the false pretense of national security (Section 232), is weakening our
economy, threatening American jobs, and eroding our credibility with other nations. I’ve seen, first-hand,
the damage these taxes are causing across Pennsylvania. Over recent decades, Congress has ceded its
constitutional responsibility to establish tariffs to the executive branch. This measure reasserts Congress’s
responsibility in determining whether or not to impose national security based tariffs. I urge all of my
colleagues to join this bipartisan effort.”

— from a Pennsylvania Business Report article titled “Sen. Toomey
introduces bill to require congressional approval for national security
tariffs”
"It is not impossible for there to be a very good reason to use trade measures in response to a genuine
national security threat," Toomey told reporters after introducing the bill. "However, we have seen this
administration use this tool in a way that was never intended."
— from an article in the Raleigh, North Carolina WRAL NBC affiliate titled
“Senators make a bipartisan push to limit Trump's trade powers”
"I think [the House] will send it to the Senate, and if we can get a few more Republicans to take my view,
which is that expanding background checks does not infringe on the rights of law-abiding citizens, then
maybe we've got a shot at doing something here."
— from an article in Central Pennsylvania’s NPR a
 ffiliate WITF, titled “Pa.
congressman opposes bipartisan background check legislation in House
Judiciary hearing” [Editor’s note - the “congressman” in the article’s title is
PA-14’s Rep. Guy Reschenthaler and all his constituents should read this
article to gauge the congressman’s opinions on background checks]
“...trade wars are very, very dangerous. But the new NAFTA has hurt us. What good is it if the outcome is
a diminished relationship between really important trade partners?”
— from the TribLIVE.com article titled “Toomey bill would strip Trump of
unilateral tariff authority”
“There would still be plenty of incentive to do the appropriation bill that should be done. But you would
never have the danger of a shutdown because you would have this automatic funding mechanism in
place.”
— from an article in Honolulu, Hawaii’s KITV ABC affiliate, titled
“Legislation that would automatically renew funding for government
agencies”
“Illicit fentanyl from outside our borders has already prematurely ended far too many American lives. As
fentanyl can be 50 times as potent as heroin, even small, difficult to detect amounts can be lethal, which is
why it’s important to stop this problem at its source. This bipartisan legislation is a commonsense update to
existing law that will hold the nations producing illicit fentanyl accountable, whether it be China or wherever
the threat emerges next.”
— from an article in Exton’s Daily Local News titled “Sen. Toomey, other
lawmakers fight fentanyl imports”
Senator Toomey sat down with the Reading Eagle for an interview that resulted in an article titled “Sen.
Pat Toomey talks about marijuana, government shutdowns.” They covered a wide range of topics,
including...
● Marijuana legalization - “I'm still learning more about it, but the information I got this morning
makes a pretty strong case that this is more dangerous than the popular narrative usually
suggests.”
● Shutdowns - “One way to solve that problem is to start working on appropriation bills early in the
year so by the time you get to the end of the fiscal year you've funded the government. That is the
way it is supposed to work. That system has not been functioning well."
● Unilateral presidential tariffs - "The president uses that section of law to justify the steel and
aluminum tariffs that he imposed on most of the rest of the world, including Mexico and Canada. I
think the president misused his authority."
● Abortion - "The proponents of abortion on-demand have gone to a very frightening and radical
extreme. This is a human being. How could we think like that?"

Learning about Legislation - bringing guests to the State of the Union
Many MoCs choose to use the State of the Union, and their ability to bring one guest, to amplify some
policy message. The information listed below shows how all of our Pennsylvania MoCs chose to use this
opportunity, wherever possible in their own words. Please click on the provided link to learn more about
the guests of our legislators.
Senator Bob Casey, 02/02/19, via his website:
The Senator is bringing Monica Hughes of Pittsburgh, “an Army reservist and public servant who was
impacted by the Trump shutdown”
🔵

Senator Pat Toomey, 02/05/19, via the Allentown Morning Call:
“The Republican senator is bringing John Malloy, who is president and CEO of Forks Township-based
Victaulic, a manufacturer of mechanical pipe-joining systems. Toomey’s spokesman described Malloy as ‘a
business and community leader from the Lehigh Valley and a personal friend’ of the senator. He also has
been a campaign contributor to Toomey and other Republicans.”
🔴

PA-01’s Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick, 02/03/19, via the Bucks County Courier Times:
“Justin Cangro, 16, and his mother Tracy Cangro will travel to Washington, D.C. on Tuesday so Justin can
attend President Donald Trump’s State of the Union address as U.S. Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick’s guest. The
Cangros lost brother and son Jared Lyons in July 2016 to a drug overdose, and Fitzpatrick, the new chair
of a heroin task force, hopes to continue fighting the opioid epidemic in Congress this year.”
🔴

PA-02’s Rep. Brendan Boyle, 02/07/19, via a call to this DC office
Representative Brendan Boyle brought his brother Kevin, who is a state representative in the Pennsylvania
House. Kevin serves the 172nd District, which covers parts of Northeast Philadelphia.
🔵

PA-03’s Rep. Dwight Evans, 02/05/19, via Twitter:
“My #SOTU guest, @AFGENational Organizer Alana Lewis, and I are on our way to hear President
Trump’s ‘speech.’” AFGE is the American Federation of Government Employees.
🔵

PA-04 Rep. Madeleine Dean, 02/05/19, via her website:
“I am excited to announce that I will host @AmoMeant at the State of the Union tonight. She is a friend,
Columbine survivor, and a fellow Gun Safety Activist. We are both hopeful that the President expresses
support for common sense gun laws. #SOTU2EndGunViolence #SOTU #SOTU2019.” Rep. Dean also
shared a video clip from a conversation with her guest where they discussed what they hoped to hear in
the speech.
🔵

PA-05’s Rep. Mary Gay Scanlon, 02/05/19, via her website:
The Representative will have as her guests Beverly Wright and Malcolm J. Yates. “Wright lost her son to
gun violence when he was just 23 years old. Since then, she has become an advocate for common sense
gun safety and gun violence prevention. Wright is currently the president of Women of Strength United for
Change, a support group for families who have lost someone to gun violence, and is currently a board
member of Delco United, a local gun violence prevention advocacy group.”
🔵

PA-06’s Rep. Chrissy Houlahan, 02/05/19, via Twitter:
“Proud to welcome Michelle Roberson to the Capitol tonight as my #SOTU guest. Michelle tragically lost
her daughter, Bianca, in a senseless gun-related road rage incident in 2017, weeks after graduating HS.
We must do more to reduce gun violence. #SOTU2EndGunViolence #SOTU2019.”
🔵

PA-07’s Rep. Susan Wild, 02/05/19, via the Allentown Morning Call:
“Wild has invited Murat Guzel as her guest to the speech. Guzel, who runs a health foods company, is a
longtime Democratic donor in Pennsylvania and nationally. He immigrated from Turkey three decades ago,
🔵

and co-chairs a caucus in the state Democratic Party focused on welcome naturalized citizens into the
party.”
PA-08’s Rep. Matt Cartwright, 02/05/19, via Twitter:
“I invited Allen Fritz, an air traffic controller from Pennsylvania and a member of the National Air Traffic
Controllers Association (@NATCA), as my guest for tonight's #SOTU. He was one of thousands of selfless
Americans who worked without pay during the government shutdown.”
🔵

PA-09’s Rep. Dan Meuser, 02/04/19, via the Reading Eagle:
“U.S. Rep. Dan Meuser a Luzerne County Republican, has invited his wife, Shelley Meuser, as his guest.”
🔴

PA-10’s Rep. Scott Perry:
Editor’s note: Rep. Perry has no information about his guest on Facebook, Twitter, or his website. A call to
his DC office elicited no additional information.
🔴

PA-11’s Rep. Lloyd Smucker, 02/05/19, via Facebook:
The Congressman’s guest appears (from pictures on his page) to be his teenage son Nicholas.
🔴

PA-13’s Rep. John Joyce, 02/04/19, via the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette:
“U.S. Rep. John Joyce, R-Blair -- Bruce Hottle, of Somerset County, owner of Eagle Concrete Products.”
🔴

PA-14’s Rep. Guy Reschenthaler, 02/04/19, via the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette:
“U.S. Rep. Guy Reschenthaler, R-Peters -- His parents, Janice and Guy Reschenthaler.”
🔴

PA-15’s Rep. Glenn W. Thompson, 02/05/19, via Twitter:
“Honored to have Bill Jones, President of @PennUnitedTech with me tonight for @realDonaldTrump's
#SOTU address” Penn United Technologies is a metal manufacturing company located in Cabot, PA.
🔴

PA-16’s Rep. Mike Kelly, 02/05/19, via Facebook:
“I am looking forward to President Trump’s State of the Union address tonight and am grateful that my
friend, Joe Pfadt, was able to come to Washington and join me as my guest. Joe is an Army veteran and
president of Warriors to Washington, an organization that organizes trips for Erie region veterans to visit
our nation’s capital as a thank you for their service. Joe is also a teacher in Harborcreek Township, and I
am honored to call him my friend.”
🔴

PA-17’s Rep. Conor Lamb, 02/05/19, via Twitter:
“Grateful to welcome Allegheny/Fayette Central Labor Council President of @PaAFL_CIO
@Darrinkellypgh as my #SOTU guest to support our ongoing fight to create and keep jobs for working
families in #PA17.”
🔵

PA-18 Rep. Mike Doyle, 02/04/19, via the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette:
“U.S. Rep. Mike Doyle, D-Forest Hills, the longest serving Pennsylvania member, gave his ticket to
freshman Mary Gay Scanlon, D-Montgomery, so she could bring an additional guest to her first
presidential address.”
🔵

Call to Action - Support this Bill!
S. 398: The Saudi Arabia Accountability and Yemen Act of 2019
There is quite a path that brought us to the place where we need to have a bill like this. But this is a bill
with bipartisan support aimed at calling the Trump Administration to account for their unwillingness to do
anything whatsoever about the murder of journalist Jamal Khashoggi, and the Congress is doing so in a
way that - if passed - would compel action from the executive branch.

Back in October 2018, a group of 22 senators sent a letter to the President triggering “an investigation and
Global Magnitsky sanctions determination” after the murder of Mr. Khashoggi. The letter was signed by
almost all of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee (minus Sen. Rand Paul) along with then-chairman
Sen. Bob Corker (R-Tenn.) and ranking member Sen. Bob Menendez (D-N.J.), as well as the then-leaders
of the Appropriations Committee who interface with the State Department, Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.)
and Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Ver.). This letter gave a 120-day deadline for the executive branch to
"determine whether a foreign person is responsible for an extrajudicial killing, torture, or other gross
violation of internationally recognized human rights against an individual exercising freedom of expression"
and then report back to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.
That deadline was Friday, February 8, 2019. According to CNN,the response from the Trump
Administration was “the President maintains his discretion to decline to act on congressional committee
requests when appropriate.” Followers of the Mueller investigation will know that the Global Magnitsky Act
(and the elimination thereof) is at the heart of the infamous Trump Tower meeting between senior
members of the Trump campaign and Russians who wanted to help that campaign. Accordingly, it is no
real surprise that the President has ‘declined’ to take any action under the Global Magnitsky Act, especially
in light of his past statements of friendship towards Saudi Arabia. Since the President cited the Saudi’s
willingness to counter Iran’s interests as both his rationale for staying involved in Yemen and his
unwillingness to do anything about Mr. Khashoggi’s vicious assassination, it is logical to use that
involvement in Yemen as a pressure point to force action from the president and punish the Saudis.
That bring us to this new bill. It was introduced by Sen. Bob Menendez (D-N.J.) and has 6 co-sponsors
(3D, 3R). If enacted, this bill would prohibit arms sales to Saudi Arabia, and stop any aircraft refueling
operations in Yemen. Sen. Menendez explains further:
Seeing as the Trump Administration has no intention of insisting on full accountability for
Mr. Khashoggi’s murderers, it is time for Congress to step in and impose real
consequences to fundamentally reexamine our relationship with the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia and with the Saudi-led coalition in Yemen. But beyond preventing President Trump
from sweeping Mr. Khashoggi’s murder under the rug, this comprehensive legislation is
based on the idea that America’s leadership on the global stage must always be driven by
a sense of purpose and moral clarity. We are reasserting that moral clarity by ending U.S.
in-flight refueling for the Saudi-led Coalition’s operations in Yemen, suspending sales of
certain weapons and hopefully preventing the tragic loss of more human life. As I warned
the administration last year, we will not accept the killings of more civilians and journalists
with impunity and without consequence.
It is well within the scope of the Constitution’s plan for Congressional powers for the legislative body to
block arms sales and military involvement in a conflict where war has not been officially declared. (If you
need to brush up on these principles, here are past educations pieces from MoCTrack on war powers and
arms sales.) And the bill goes even further, and instead of the polite request from October, this would,
according to the Washington Post, “impose a 30-day deadline from the date of passage for presidential
findings and sanctions imposition.”
There are so many things wrong in this situation… a president who is unwilling to support press freedoms,
a leader who is willing to sweep a brutal murder under the rug because he believes that the financial
benefits of the relationship with the murderer is more important than the principles involved, an executive
branch completely ignoring its responsibilities under the law (feel free to add to this list, please). It is
CRITICAL that the Congress continue to play this out and stand up as their role of a co-equal branch of
government. This bill is the inevitable next step in that process. Please contact both of our senators and
ask them to sign on as co-sponsors to this legislation.

Special Call to Action for PA-01 - Advocate for this program!
S. 302: A bill to permanently reauthorize the Land and Water Conservation Fund
The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) is a program that is part of the Department of the Interior
that provides federal grants to state and local governments to acquire and protect land and water (hey, not
every bill has an inscrutable name) for the good of all Americans. It isn’t even funded by taxes, as it gets
its money from fees paid by energy extraction companies to other government regulators for allowing
drilling on federal lands. For it to work, however, the Congress needs to authorize those fees to be
transferred over to the LWCF. And that authorization ran out in September 2018.
How does PA-01 fit into this picture? During the 2018 campaign season, Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick put a lot of
effort into talking up his support for the LWCF. He gave a floor speech about the reauthorization of the
LCWF, he co-sponsored a bill from the last Congress to fund the program, and after he won the election
he even staged a demonstration at the Capitol to save the LWCF. But now that the Democrats are in
charge of the House, it seems like Rep. Fitzpatrick has completely forgotten about the LWCF.
The Senate has introduced a new bill to permanently reauthorize the LWCF. It’s sponsor, Sen. Richard
Burr (R-Va.) has said:
Without this program, every state in the country would lose out on valuable outdoor
recreation projects, beautiful natural landscapes, and easy access to state and national
parks. It’s been four months since LWCF was allowed to expire despite its proven track
record of success and overwhelming bipartisan support. It is long past time for Congress
do the right thing by renewing America’s most successful conservation program.
And in light of that statement, we should be calling upon Representative Fitzpatrick to introduce identical
legislation in the House. Please consider asking his office why this issue that played such a part of his
2018 activism seems to have evaporated this year. Rep. Fitzpatrick used the LWCF to prove his
environmental bona fides to the voters of PA-01. The least he could to is put his Problem Solvers Caucus
to the task of solving this problem.
A reminder of other Call to Action bills from previous MoCTrack Reports:
● Modernizing a 1988 bill about “undetectable weapons” to include new 3D printed guns
● Prohibiting the president from ordering a nuclear first strike if Congress hasn’t declared war
● The Democrats’ signature ethics reform package, H.R. 1
● A bill to create more IT/Cybersecurity infrastructure and oversight
● A bill to provide back pay to low-wage contractor employees

Thanks for reading up on what our Pennsylvania Members of Congress have been doing this past week.
We’re delighted to have you as a reader. If you liked what you read here and think others need to keep up
with our MoCs, please share our website - http://www.patogether.org/congress.html
Or you can head over to Twitter and search for #MoCTrack and retweet what you see there.
This report brought to you by the PA-01 MoCTrack team...
Elayne Baker
Gary Garb
Kathy Sikes
Kierstyn Piotrowski Zolfo
Are you an introvert activist looking for ways to help a progressive effort that don’t involve phone calls,
door knocking, or leaving your house? We are always seeking additional assistance. Our Congresspeople
are always busy and there is always more for us to cover — tasks big (example - what traditional media is
saying about your MoC) and small (example - what’s your MoC tweeting about) to fit any level of time
commitment or experience. Can you help us out? Please email KierstynPZ@gmail.com and put
"MoCTrack Help" in the subject. Thanks!

