Pennsylvania Member of Congress Tracking Report - 03/03/19

This is a 100% volunteer effort brought to you by a handful of progressive Democrats and Independents
who share a vision of an informed electorate. We want to offer a big thank you to the Pennsylvania
Together and Pennsylvania Statewide Indivisible organizations who host our report and help us share it
out to the residents of our Commonwealth!

Tracking Congress in the Age of Trump

The lower the number, the more the legislator votes in opposition to the Trump agenda.
Member of Congress

This week’s score

Change from last report

Senator Bob Casey (D)

31.5%

+0.4%

Senator Pat Toomey (R)

88.8%

+0.3%

73.20%

-2.0%

PA-01 Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick (R)

Nate Silver’s FiveThirtyEight website assesses the voting records of our MoCs to provide this index, by
noting any bills where President Trump has stated a position, and comparing the vote of the legislator to
that opinion. A lot of votes were scored this week. In the Senate they had two nominations and the failed
cloture vote on an abortion related bill. In the House the emergency and two background check bills were
scored.
Want to see exactly what votes went into giving your MoC the numbers above? Click on the name of any
legislator and you will be brought to their 538 webpage, where all of the positions that went into the index
are listed in an easy-to-read format.

Words From Our Founders

“Passion never fails to wrest the sceptre from reason.”

— James Madison, from Federalist 55

Votes of Interest -

The House wants to end Trump’s emergency
House Vote on H.J. Res. 46
At the time of last week’s MoCTrack Report, the House had just introduced this resolution, designed to
quickly end the fake national emergency proclaimed by President Trump on February 15, 2019. In a vote
taken on Tuesday, February 26, 2019, the resolution passed, 245-182. The Democrats all voted for the bill,
and 13 Republicans joined them. Fitzpatrick voted YES.
Our MoCs had a LOT to say about issues involving this vote and the national emergency. For more, see
the special section after this week’s other big votes are recapped. And if you would like to see more about
the next steps, and why Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has to bring this to the floor of the
Senate for a vote, see this week’s Learning about Legislation section on privileged resolutions.
Expanded national parks, new monuments and a reauthorized LWCF
House Vote on S. 47
Two weeks ago MoCTrack brought you the news that the Senate had passed this excellent bill. It creates a
cluster of new national monuments (including the home of Medgar and Myrlie Evers in Mississippi),
expands five existing parks (including Death Valley and Joshua Tree) and withdraws mining rights on
federal lands near a pair of existing parks (North Cascades and Yellowstone). For a full list, see this

Washington Post article. Additionally, this bill will permanently reauthorize the Land and Water
Conservation Fund (LWCF), a program that protects federal public lands and waters and encourages
voluntary conservation of private lands. This great program is funded not by taxpayer dollars, but by using
fees paid by fossil fuel extraction corporations who pay the federal government to lease public lands. That
transfer of fees needed to be reauthorized every few years by Congress, who let the program expire last
September.
The House brought this to the floor on Tuesday, February 26, 2019, under a suspension of the rules, which
means that the bill needs a ⅔ supermajority to pass. It reached that threshold easily, 363-62, and now
goes to the president to be signed into law. Fitzpatrick voted YES.
Here’s what some of our MoCs said this week about S. 47:
PA-01’s Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick, 02/28/19, via Facebook:
“For months I’ve been fighting for a permanent reauthorization of the Land and Water Conservation
Fund and this week we did it! Thank you to all of the people and groups who helped us get this
passed! Check out my floor speech from debate ⬇” Shared with a link to a C-SPAN clip of his speech.

🔴

🔵

🔵

🔴

PA-05’s Rep. Mary Gay Scanlon, 02/26/19, via Twitter:
“Republicans let the #LWCF expire TWICE under their watch. Now that @HouseDemocrats are in
charge, the House is voting today to permanently authorize it & protect our #PublicLands for the long
term.” Shared with a link to an opinion piece from The Hill titled “New House majority should
immediately reauthorize the Land and Water Conservation Fund”
PA-08’s Rep. Matt Cartwright, 02/26/19, via Twitter:
“Today's #PublicLands package will be a big win. It’ll help us fulfill our longstanding promise to protect
our nation’s lands and wilderness, while also saving American taxpayers $9 million. #ForThePeople”
Shared with this meme:

PA-11’s Rep. Lloyd Smucker, 02/26/19, via his website:
“This bill’s passage is a win for our community for a number of reasons. Not only will this bill highlight
the natural beauty of the Susquehanna Valley but it will also help bring jobs and economic growth to
our area.” (A bill the representative sponsored, H.R. 262, the Susquehanna National Heritage Area
Act, was included as part of S.47).

🔵

PA-18 Rep. Mike Doyle, 02/26/19, via Twitter:
“In PA, the #LWCF has funded over 1,500 projects - and its reauthorization helps to preserve our
#PublicLands. This bill also funds the Rivers of Steel National Heritage Area, creates a new National
Heritage Area, and extends the Lewis and Clark National Trail to #PGH.”

One last tidbit about S. 47. When the Senate passed this bill, the vote was 92-8… and Senator Toomey
was one of the eight who voted NO. In the 02/17/19 MoCTrack I had noted that when I called Senator
Toomey’s office to find out why, “...a prepared statement (one not available on his website, Facebook or
Twitter presences) was speedily read to me by a staff member. Among the points conveyed was the
Senator’s opinion that since the National Park Service already has a backlog of $15 billion in needed
maintenance and improvements, we shouldn’t expand our obligations.” At that time I had asked that a copy
of those prepared remarks be emailed to me… and I am still, 18 days later, waiting for that response from
the office of our junior senator.
The House votes to expand background checks, part 1
House Vote on H.R. 8
This is a bill that would close a number of loopholes that exempt many gun purchases/sales from
undergoing background checks. Of particular note, this bill closes the notorious “gun show loophole” that
exempts private gun sales from checks.
This vote was taken on Wednesday, February 27, 2019. It passed 240-190. Two Democrats voted against
this bill, Reps. Jared Golden of Maine and Collin Peterson of Minnesota. Eight Republicans voted with the
Democrats, including PA-01’s Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick who voted YES.
There was a bit of drama in the final minutes before this vote, when the GOP made a motion to recommit.
Such motions are usually party line maneuvers, where it is a latch ditch a attempt for the minority party to
send a bill back to committee. This explainer piece from Vox does a good job of breaking down the issue
at hand, and how it has implications for unity in the Democratic ranks. According to Politico, the
Democratic House leadership is considering making House rules changes to make it harder for the
minority party make motions to recommit. This is an issue to keep an eye on, and MoCTrack will update
you if there is more news on this topic. As for the specific motion to recommit on H.R. 8, only one PA
lawmaker broke ranks with his party - PA-17’s Rep. Conor Lamb voted with the Republicans. His
statement on the passage of this bill did not include any reference to his vote on the motion to recommit.
Here’s what some PA MoCs are saying about the H.R. 8 bill/vote:
🔵

🔵

🔴

🔴

PA-05’s Rep. Mary Gay Scanlon, 02/27/19, via Twitter:
“Gun violence is a public health crisis that has been politicized & weaponized as a means to divide us,
despite it being a crisis that binds us. Those in a position to act have failed to do so, but that ends now.
I'm proud to share that the House just passed #HR8. #EndGunViolence”
PA-06’s Rep. Chrissy Houlahan, 02/25/19, via Twitter:
“I am proud to cosponsor #HR8 (universal background checks) because I support responsible gun
ownership while also taking commonsense steps to reduce gun violence in our communities.”
PA-11’s Rep. Lloyd Smucker, 02/27/19, via Twitter:
“#HR8 is not gun control.
It's an attempt to criminalize law-abiding citizens.”
PA-16’s Rep. Mike Kelly, 02/26/19, via Twitter:
The lawmaker retweeted content from @NRA, which read “We couldn't have said it better than
@MikeKellyPA! So-called "universal" background check legislation is just a universal annoyance that

infringes on our right to self-defense. Time is running out and we need you to contact your reps. →
http://bit.ly/OpposeGunControl … #HR8 #HR1112 #2A”
The House votes to expand background checks, part 2
House Vote on H.R. 1112
While this bill is related to background checks, it differs from H.R. 8 in that it does not expand the scope of
who would receive them. Instead it closes what has been referred to as “the Charleston loophole”, the rule
that says that a purchaser is automatically cleared if the FBI does not return background check results
within three days. Jurist, a legal site, explains that “the loophole was abused by Dylann Roof, who
managed to buy the gun he used in the Charleston church massacre despite two preceding arrests.
Several thousand unlawful gun purchases are made annually because of current legislation.” This new bill
would adjust the language related to background checks in several ways - by expanding the timeframe for
the FBI to complete a check from three to ten days; by adjusting the language related to mental illnesses;
and by changing the timeframe for purchase authorization after a background check to around one month.
This vote was taken on Thursday, February 28, 2019. It passed 228-198. Only three Republicans voted
for this bill (Chris Smith of New Jersey, Pete King of New York and PA-01’s Brian Fitzpatrick, who voted
YES). Meanwhile, seven Democrats (mostly from western states) voted against this effort.
Here’s what some of the PA MoCs are saying about this vote/bill:
PA-04 Rep. Madeleine Dean, 02/28/19, via Twitter:
“I was pleased to see the passage of #HR1112 -- this has been a great week in the fight for
#GunSense legislation. Let's harness this energy and strongly urge the Senate to pass #HR8 and
#HR1112.
#EndGunViolence #EnoughIsEnough #CharlestonLoophole”

🔵

🔴

🔴
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PA-11’s Rep. Lloyd Smucker, 02/28/19, via Twitter:
“.@nytimes: ‘Gunmen at the center of a number of high-profile mass shootings passed background
checks and legally purchased the firearms they used.’
#HR1112, brought up by Democrats today, wouldn't have prevented tragedies like Parkland.”
PA-13’s Rep. John Joyce, 02/28/19, via Twitter:
“Democrats tried again today to infringe on the Second Amendment and make it harder for law abiding
citizens to defend themselves by bringing H.R. 1112 up for a vote. I opposed it.”
PA-18 Rep. Mike Doyle, 02/28/19, via Twitter:
“Background checks keep guns out of the wrong hands. The #CharlestonLoophole allows someone to
obtain a firearm if their background check isn’t completed within 3 days. #HR1112 would extend that
period by a few days for the few sales which need more time. I am voting for it today!”

The EPA has a new coal friendly Administrator
Senate confirmation vote on Andrew Wheeler
Andrew Wheeler has been the acting administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) since
last year and the resignation of the scandal ridden Scott Pruitt. Mr. Wheeler went through the nomination
confirmation process last April, when he filled the position of Deputy EPA Administrator.
At the time of that first confirmation process, a spokesperson for the Environmental Defense Fund said, in
the Washington Post, “It is critically important that the public understand Wheeler’s career as a lobbyist for
some of the worst actors in the energy industry. Andrew Wheeler running EPA would go far beyond having
an administrator overly influenced by lobbyists — the head of EPA would be an energy industry lobbyist.”
CBS news reported that Sen. Ed Markey (D-Mass.) observed, “Andrew Wheeler's coal credentials are
without equal. He is, without question, a member of the coal industry's Hall of Fame. Sadly, I am
concerned that Andrew Wheeler's background means that he will never understand that saving coal is not
the job of the EPA. It is the EPA's job to regulate coal to protect public health and the environment.” CBS
News also quoted the president of the Environmental Working Group, who observed, “Before the Trump
administration, it would have been inconceivable that a coal and chemical industry lobbyist with a long
history of hostility toward environmental policy would be the No. 2 at EPA.”
This week, Mr. Wheeler was set to be officially confirmed to the No. 1 job at the EPA. The New York Times
detailed some of his actions in his past few months as acting administrator:
Mr. Wheeler has moved to dramatically weaken two of former President Obama’s
signature climate change initiatives, cutting emissions from power plants and from
automobiles, while also proposing to make new coal-fired power plants easier to approve.
He also has also sought to unwind the legal justification for curbing toxic mercury
emissions from power plants, limit federal protection of small waterways, and dismissed a
panel of independent scientific advisers.
Despite this record, the Senate voted on February 28, 2019 to confirm Mr. Wheeler in a 52-47 vote. One
Republican, Sen. Susan Collins of Maine, joined the Democrats to vote against Wheeler. Kyrsten Sinema
(D-Ariz.) did not vote. Casey voted NO and Toomey voted YES.
In response the the confirmation of Mr. Wheeler, Senator Toomey issued the following statement:
"Under Andrew Wheeler's leadership, the EPA has been rightly focused on addressing
PFAS water contamination in Bucks and Montgomery Counties. I am confident that with
Mr. Wheeler confirmed, the EPA will advance policies protecting the environment without
needlessly hindering economic growth. I look forward to working with Administrator
Wheeler to grow our state's burgeoning energy sector, which provides good-paying jobs
to thousands of Pennsylvanians."
The GOP Senate discards another norm to confirm a Trump judicial nominee
Senate confirmation vote on Eric D. Miller to the Ninth Circuit
During the 115th Congress, our Learning about Legislation segment contained an explainer on the “Blue
Slip” process, the Senate custom wherein a state’s two senators approve of a nominee by submitting a
form printed on a literal blue sheet of paper before the candidate is brought up for a vote in the Senate
Judiciary Committee. At that time, in 2017, there was outrage that GOP Senate leaders were allowing
nominees to move forward without consent of both senators. This week we saw the smashing of another
norm, as a judicial nominee came up for confirmation without the approval of either of his home state
senators. The Washington Post  reports:
Before this week, a nominee had never been confirmed without the support of at least
one home-state senator, Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif), the ranking Democrat on the
judiciary committee, said in a statement on Wednesday. But neither Sen. Patty Murray

(D-Wash.) nor Sen. Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.) returned blue slips on Miller’s nomination
to serve on the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals.
Nonetheless, Miller was confirmed Tuesday on a 53-46 vote, allowing Trump to continue
to move toward a more conservative federal judiciary, one of his key campaign promises.
The vote to confirm Miller’s lifetime appointment followed a brief hearing, which took
place during a congressional recess and with only two Republican senators present.
Eric Miller is a member of the infamous Federalist Society, that conservative group that apparently serves
as its own vetting body for all of President Trump’s judicial picks. He served several stints in the
Department of Justice through the early 2000s before becoming a partner at a Seattle law firm. He also
clerked for Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas. Unlike other Trump nominees, who received
opposition for being disqualified, Mr. Miller’s opponents did not impugn his qualification, but rather the
targets of his legal work.
The National Congress of American Indians and Native American Rights Fund issued a statement about
Mr. Miller’s nomination late last year, and adopted an emergency resolution opposing his nomination. They
issued a release which said:
Our concern is that [Miller] chose to build a law practice on mounting repeated challenges
to tribal sovereignty, lands, religious freedom, and the core attribute of federal recognition
of tribal existence. His advocacy has focused on undermining the rights of Indian tribes,
often taking extreme positions and using pejorative language to denigrate tribal rights.
Indeed, his law firm website touts his record, with over half his private practice
achievements coming at the expense of tribal governments.
The Alliance for Justice, an association of 130 progressive legal organizations, concurred with the
concerns noted above and added:
Miller’s nomination is strongly opposed by both national organizations and local tribes, as
a result of his career spent fighting tribal interests and tribal sovereignty. Neither home
state senator supports his nomination.
In private practice, Miller has frequently represented powerful corporations fighting the
interests of consumers and employees. At the Justice Department, his work as a career
attorney included several controversial national security and reproductive rights cases.
Miller’s personal comments and writings also raise questions about whether he
understands the impact of the law on real people, or simply prefers that the law protect
the wealthy few.
Despite all of these issues, the Senate voted to confirm Mr. Miller on Tuesday, February 26, 2019, in a
53-46 vote along party lines. Casey voted NO and Toomey voted YES.
A Senate cloture vote on an abortion messaging bill
Senate cloture vote on S. 311
This week the Senate failed to achieve cloture on a bill that would make it a felony for a doctor to fail to
help an infant who survived a botched abortion. This bill was brought to the floor by Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell despite it having absolutely no chance to gain the 60 votes necessary to move on
the a vote on the bill itself. Senator Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio) explains this, in an article from Politico:
This is pure Mitch McConnell. It's all aimed at keeping his base in line, while the president
grows increasingly unpopular. We're not doing infrastructure, we're not doing health care.
We're not doing anything that matters to help our country. It's just votes on abortion and
other kinds of divisive votes he's going to bring.
That same Politico article describes this bill as an effort to “jam Dems” as it forced several senators who
hold views outside the mainstream of the Democratic Party to remind their voters of that unpopular

position. One clear target of this action is Alabama Democrat Doug Jones, who is up for re-election next
year.
The cloture vote, taken on Monday, February 25, 2019 was 53-44. Casey voted YES and Toomey voted
YES.
And now for a soapbox moment from Kierstyn… This is a Casey vote that is very upsetting to
Pennsylvania Democrats and progressive Independents. I know. But there are two reasons why we need
to take this vote with a grain of salt.
1) Look at the entirety of Senator Casey’s voting record on issues of reproductive freedom and
health. Planned Parenthood has given him a rating of 75 out of 100. Compare that to Senator
Toomey’s ZERO rating. Senator Casey has promised to always defend Planned Parenthood, and
to never vote for a judicial candidate who doesn’t believe in Roe v. Wade. He has not broken that
promise, despite his religious convictions that might direct him otherwise.
2) We cannot keep taking the bait when Republicans bring up these pure messaging bills. They
brought this to the floor, knowing it could NEVER pass, to engage their base and to enrage US.
They want us to desert Senator Casey over this vote. This is the legislative equivalent of the little
kid who pokes and wiggles his finger a fraction of an inch away from your face and says “I’m not
touching you, I’m not touching you.” Just like that kid wants you to smack away his finger so he
can get you in trouble, so do the Republicans want to provoke a response from us on this. Please
don’t give them the satisfaction. Let’s all take a deep breath and reserve our action/response on
this topic when there is a bill that has a credible chance of achieving cloture.
OK, stepping off the soapbox now...

More MoC Action related to Trump’s fake national emergency

Senator Bob Casey, all nine Democratic Representatives and Republican Brian Fitzpatrick sent a letter this
week to Patrick Shanahan, the Acting Secretary of Defense. In part, the letter stated:
We are concerned about the consequences to communities and projects in our
Commonwealth by reallocating funds meant to advance critical national security priorities.
The choice to use the national emergency authorities for this purpose contravenes
Congressional funding authority -- an essential checks and balances power given to
Congress in the Constitution -- and circumvents the appropriations process.
That letter goes on to ask that the Secretary provide an accounting of Pennsylvania projects that are
“unobligated” - ones that the President could take money from and essentially cancel - as well as a update
on the full list of military construction (MILCON) projects in Pennsylvania and their status. It closes with the
request that the Secretary “advise the President of our concerns as you and your team brief him on the
negative effects of reallocating MILCON and other Department of Defense funds in support of his desire
for a wall on our southern border.”
In the article titled “Military projects in Pennsylvania could be affected by White House diverting money to
border wall”, the Allentown Morning Call found that the following projects in our state may be in jeopardy
under the president’s emergency:

In addition to the aforementioned letter to the Secretary of Defense, in the wake of the vote on H.J. Res.
46 and the hearing held by the House Judiciary Committee on February 28th, many of our MoCs had a lot
more to say about the emergency this week. This is content that appeared on our MoCs’ Twitter, Facebook
or website presences (reviewed as of 03/02/19).
🔴

PA-01’s Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick, 02/26/19, via Twitter:
“On this issue, I concur with @justinamash. This is much bigger than any one issue, and any one
President. This is about the Constitution, the separation of powers, and about setting precedents that
apply equally to all future Congresses and all future Presidents.”

Rep. Fitzpatrick was retweeting content from Rep. Justin Amash (R-Mich.) which read, “The same
congressional Republicans who joined me in blasting Pres. Obama’s executive overreach now cry out
for a king to usurp legislative powers. If your faithfulness to the Constitution depends on which party
controls the White House, then you are not faithful to it..”
🔵

🔵

🔵

PA-02’s Brendan Boyle, 02/26/19, via his website:
“Today, the House sent a clear message to the President that we will fulfill our oaths to defend the
Constitution and protect our democracy from his flagrant abuses of power. Under our system of checks
and balances, as drafted by our Founding Fathers, no president has the authority to re-direct spending
away from congressionally approved military projects to instead further a political pet project he was
not otherwise able to negotiate with Congress. Article 1 of the Constitution gives Congress, the
legislative branch, the spending authority. Period. Now, I hope the Senate does the right thing by
voting for this resolution and putting the Constitution ahead of political interest and party allegiance.”
PA-03’s Rep. Dwight Evans, 02/28/19, via Twitter:
“We stood up for PA, our military & our Constitution by voting to overturn the “emergency” declaration.
Now PA’s 2 senators should do the same.” The representative was responding to a tweet from
Allentown Morning Call reporter Laura Olson, who had shared details of an article she has authored
about a letter that a number of PA MoCs had sent to the Department of Defense about what
Pennsylvania projects would be affected by the president’s emergency declaration.
PA-04’s Rep. Madeleine Dean, 02/25/19, via her website:

The following is the statement that Rep. Dean made at a press conference, as shared via her website:
“For the past two months, the President has held our political process hostage. He failed to persuade
Congress or the American people to pay for his costly, ineffective wall – so now he plans outright theft.
And the irony? He’s planning to steal from the very people who keep us safe – our military. The
President aims to take billions of dollars from high-priority military construction projects, threatening
our service members’ training, readiness, families, and quality of life.
In my state of Pennsylvania, those projects could include $71 million for a Navy Submarine Propulsor
Manufacturing Support facility in Philadelphia, $85 million for Air Force Reserve construction projects
in Pittsburgh, and $8 million for a National Guard operations training facility and dining hall in Fort
Indiantown Gap.
And that’s just one state. Across the country and around the world, hundreds more projects are under
threat – projects that have been carefully evaluated, voted on by Congress, and signed into law.
These are big projects, and they have enormous effects on service members, their communities, and
our national economy. The federal government – including the President – made promises to our
military, and we have no plans to break them.
For all his tough talk, the President shows little regard for the people who actually keep America safe.
During his record-breaking shutdown, President Trump forced the Coast Guard, Border Patrol, and
TSA to work without pay. Now, he hopes to take the money that Congress allocated to support our
military – money that does not belong to him – and spend it to gratify his ego and build a wall that
Mexico was supposed to pay for.
Here’s the bottom line: this country operates according to the rule of law. When leaders go outside the
law, they disrespect the constitutional and democratic norms that make America so special – and they
do lasting damage. America can’t afford that – and Congress won’t allow it.”
🔵
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PA-05’s Rep. Mary Gay Scanlon, 02/28/19, via Twitter:
“Today, @HouseJudiciary held an oversight hearing on the President's national emergency
declaration. An ‘emergency’ is defined as a sudden, unexpected, or unforeseen event. The complex
challenges we face at our border, however, are not sudden, unexpected, or unforeseen.” This tweet
was accompanied by a minute long video clip of the representative’s remarks, hosted by C-SPAN.
PA-06’s Rep. Chrissy Houlahan, 02/26/19, via Twitter:
“This evening, I voted for H.J. Res. 46, a bipartisan resolution to terminate the President’s emergency
declaration. I cosponsored this bill to fulfill my duty to protect our national security. The President’s
National Emergency declaration has the potential to put an unnecessary strain on our troops, which
could lead to unintended consequences for our military’s readiness and our national priorities.
Congress has already passed a bipartisan, bicameral funding bill signed by the President that
appropriated billions for border security. Using the National Emergencies Act to reallocate funding and
bypass Congress’ power of the purse is not how our government should work.”
PA-07’s Rep. Susan Wild, 02/25/19, via Facebook:
“I cosponsored the resolution to overturn the President's national emergency declaration because I’m
concerned about the impacts it will have on #PA07. The President chose to bypass Congress in order
reallocate funding that was rejected with overwhelming bipartisan support.

Congress granted the President power to reallocate funds during unforeseen and urgent situations,
like wars and natural disasters. The situation at the southern border simply does not meet this criteria.
Republicans, Democrats and national security experts agree that this sets a dangerous precedent and

is an irresponsible use of taxpayer money. The President should, instead, work with us - Republicans
and Democrats - on long-term, effective immigration reform.”
🔵
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PA-08’s Rep. Matt Cartwright, 03/01/19, via Twitter:
“In a Military Construction hearing I attended this week, Pentagon leaders were still unable to tell us
what would be cut from the armed forces under the Emergency declaration. We have a right to know.”
This was shared with a link to an opinion piece from the Wilkes-Barre TImes Leader’s editorial Board
titled “Our view: Casey, Cartwright right to ask where money for wall will come from”
PA-09’s Rep. Dan Meuser, 02/26/19, via Twitter
The Congressman retweeted the House Republicans (@HouseGOP) who released a tweet which
read, “There is an emergency happening along our southern border but House Democrats are
choosing to ignore it. We need to #EndTheCrisis and #SecureTheBorder so @ICEgov, @CBP, and
our border agents have the resources necessary to keep our communities safe from dangerous
criminals.” This was accompanied by this meme:

PA-10’s Rep. Scott Perry, 02/27/19, via his website:
“The latest condemnation from the Democrat-controlled House is yet more political theater. H.J. Res.
46 isn’t about Executive overreach; it’s about a policy disagreement – we know that because the same
Democrats that lauded President Obama’s Court-declared, unconstitutional actions on Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), now decry President Trump for using his constitutional authority to
secure our Country. Not upset about the Executive Action on DACA? Please recall the Clean Power
Plan – which threatened our electrical grid and would have raised utility costs in Pennsylvania by 17%
annually – that had no Congressional approval. Please also recall the bureaucratic gun-grab from
Social Security recipients without due process? Or how about the Iran Nuclear Deal, done without the
Constitutional process in the Senate for ratification and which unfroze millions in assets? These are
just few examples of Democrats being wholeheartedly supportive of the “pen and a phone” strategy
out of the White House. At least President Trump was designated the authority to address the problem
at hand. Anyway, maybe some good can come from this: I, like many Republicans, would leap at the
chance to rein in the power of the Executive Branch altogether. Hopefully, we can develop some
bipartisan consensus - given the newfound concerns of my colleagues across the aisle about Article 1
Authority.”
PA-11’s Rep. Lloyd Smucker, 02/26/19, via Twitter:
“We have a humanitarian & security crisis on our border.
Our border agents told us they need more resources to get their jobs done.
We owe it to them & to our country to make sure we do all we can to keep our borders safe.
This is why @POTUS’ declaration is much needed.”

🔴

PA-13’s Rep. John Joyce, 02/26/19, via his website:
“Two facts are abundantly clear – we have a crisis at our southern border and the President has the
legal authority to declare a national emergency to address it.

In recent years, the number of large migrant groups crossing the southern border has skyrocketed and
since 2012 our U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers have seized more than 11 million pounds
of drugs between ports of entry. The best way to combat these developments, as evidenced by the
successes we have seen in places like El Paso, Tucson and Yuma, is to allocate adequate funding for
physical barriers in the places where we need them.
While I vigorously advocated for Congress to use its legislative authority to properly secure our border,
Democrats had no interest in making a good faith attempt to do so and the President was right to take
the action their partisan games forced upon him.
Presidents of both parties have contributed to the 31 national emergencies currently in place, many of
them addressing concerns far less important than combating our drug crisis and protecting our
sovereignty, which is why I stand firmly behind President Trump in his effort to keep Americans safe
and secure the border.”
🔴
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PA-14’s Rep. Guy Reschenthaler, 02/26/19, via his website:
“The most important job of the federal government is to protect its citizens. By refusing to fund the
border infrastructure necessary to keep Americans safe, Congressional Democrats forced President
Trump to declare a national emergency. It is past time for our country to address the security threats
and humanitarian crisis at our southern border, and I hope Speaker Pelosi will end the political
showmanship and support the president in addressing this crisis. As dangerous drugs continue to
cross into our nation and the humanitarian crisis escalates, I will stand with President Trump to
address this emergency and keep Americans safe.”
PA-15’s Rep. Glenn W. Thompson, 02/26/19, via Twitter:
“On Floor to discuss the death & devastation Americans are facing an #Opioid Crisis & the importance
of President Trump @realDonaldTrump #EmergencyDeclaration to build a #wall. We need a barrier to
deadly drugs that killed 70,000 in 2017, #humantrafficking & #illegalimmigration”
PA-16’s Rep. Mike Kelly, 02/26/19, via his website:
“President Trump declared a national emergency on our southern border to fix a problem that has
existed for decades and has consistently dodged a legislative solution. Illegal immigrants, drugs,
crime, and other threats to the safety and security of the American people are easily crossing our
border. Action must be taken. The President and Republicans in Congress for months sought a
legislative solution to this emergency and Democrats refused to negotiate in good faith, instead
prioritizing politics over good policy for Americans. Now, through this resolution of disapproval,
Democrats are attempting to state that no such emergency exists. They also cast the President as
lawless, stating that his legal authority to declare the emergency does not exist. They are wrong on
both counts, and if they want to end this emergency, they should come back to the table, drop the
‘resistance,’ and adequately fund border security.”
PA-17’s Rep. Conor Lamb, 02/26/19, via his website:
"After the government shutdown, members of Congress on both sides finally came together and did
our jobs. We negotiated, compromised, and reached a bipartisan agreement on funding for border
security that passed the House and the Senate with broad bipartisan majorities. The President signed
that bill into law, and then declared a national emergency in an attempt to spend more money than we
had agreed to.

The problem is that the President can't pay for this emergency, unless he takes money from other
important projects like the new construction planned at our own reserve Air Force base in Moon
Township. This $85 million project will create more than 200 jobs and have a $200 million impact on
our local economy.
Today I voted to keep those jobs and that money here. Congress and the Administration need to work
together and respect each other's authority if we want real solutions to secure our borders, reform our
outdated immigration system, and keep our government functioning without the threat of a shutdown
every few months."
🔵

PA-18 Rep. Mike Doyle, 02/26/19, via his website:
“I voted for H.J.Res. 46, the resolution ending the President’s ridiculous fake emergency. As dozens of
respected former national security officials wrote the other day, the facts don’t justify declaring a
national emergency along our southern border.

By the President’s own admission, his emergency declaration is an attempted end-run around
Congress in order to get more money for his wall this year. Moreover, doing so within hours of
Congress approving legislation denying him that money makes it clear that this is nothing less than a
reckless, unwise effort to undermine the separation of powers and the control over government
spending vested in Congress by the Constitution.
I’m very concerned that many of my colleagues failed to stand up in defense of the Constitution.”

MoC Twitter Action

Senator Bob Casey hot topics: The senator started the week by highlighting a number of African
American residents of Pennsylvania who are doing great things for our state - like Omar Woodard, the
director of the GreenLight Fund, and Rakia Reynolds, the founder and CEO of an award winning
communications agency. The senator shared video from the reintroduction of the Child Care for Working
Families Act, as well as materials from his colleagues who also support that initiative. The senator has
started a project to collect stories of people and the challenges they face while trying to make ends meet
on minimum wage, and he has begun sharing those stories. A lot of materials on the senator’s Twitter
presence went to the letter he and other MoCs sent in the the Department of Defense about military
spending affected by the president’s emergency, and press coverage of the same. The senator closed the
week with a clap back at President Trump for his comments regarding the death of Otto Warmbier at the
hands of North Korea.
Casey tweets of the week, 02/26/19: “For far too long working families have gotten the short end
of the stick and that’s why I am proud to support an increase in the federal minimum wage. I am
committed to doing all we can to help this fight and grow opportunities for all Americans. Part of
that effort is highlighting the stories of those struggling to make ends meet. If you would like to
share your story, please visit”
— shared with a link to a form on his website where people can submit
their stories of living on minimum wage
Representative Brian Fitzpatrick hot topics: The representative continued his recent pattern of sharing
pictures from multiple community events. He attended a telethon with the Shir Ami Youth Group and the
Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia, a ceremony honoring the service of Bishop Melvin Howard, and
a Read Across America Day event at Pennwood Middle School. He also attended several events relating
to his committee/caucus chair positions, including a luncheon with the Jewish Federation of North America,
he gave a speech to the Garden Club of America about the Land and Water Conservation Fund, and
attended the first meeting of the Bipartisan Heroin and Opioid Task Force in this new Congress. Rep.
Fitzpatrick made a statement about his vote on Trump’s emergency and the new healthcare-related bill he

is introducing. He closed the week with a pair of tweets celebrating a local firefighter who has served for 55
years.
Fitzpatrick tweet of the week, 02/27/19:  “Thank you, @vickycornell, for having the courage to
turn your pain into positive action to help us save lives.”
— shared with a link to a People Magazine article about the widow of
musician Chris Cornell
Senator Pat Toomey hot topics: The senator shared five tweets this week. He posted his hopes
about a forthcoming trade deal with China, and then promoted an editorial he co-authored about
anti-choice legislation across two tweets. He incited anti-immigrant hostility by sharing a story
about a criminal who came the country illegally and tied it to sanctuary city policies, and closed the
week with news about the Phillies..
Toomey tweets of the week, 02/26/19: “@phillydotcom ‘…he sexually assaulted a child after
being released from local custody in Philadelphia.’ Philly’s extreme sanctuary city policy made this
crime possible. It’s time to end dangerous sanctuary city policies.”
— shared with a link to a Philadelphia Inquirer article titled “Rapist central
to Philly’s sanctuary city fight gets 21 months more for immigration
violations”
Dishonorable mention, lawmaker
From @RepScottPerry (R, PA-10) on 02/26/19:
“Chairman @RepPeterDeFazio couldn’t attend today’s hearing on #globalwarming
because his flight was cancelled due to snow. How will he get to Washington once the
#GreenNewDeal (he’s a cosponsor) eliminates the aviation industry? @TransportGOP”
— made in response to an Oregon Democrat lawmaker’s tweet about
being stuck home in “severe weather”

Honorable mention, media
From @DavidFrum on 03/03/19:
“So this explains Trump's golf course tweet yesterday. He was threatening the UK
government with harm to the US-UK relationship if he is forced to pay the Scottish
government's legal costs in litigation Trump started & lost”
— shared with a link to a BBC News article titled “Scottish government
wins Donald Trump wind power legal costs”
Honorable mention, constituent response
From @ToomeyMemes on 02/26/19:
“Nope. You don't get to pivot from the narrative today. We all know you won't have the
guts to vote in favor of the House resolution terminating Trump's fake national
emergency.”
— made in response to Senator Toomey’s tweet about sanctuary cities

Casey in the News

Courtesy of contributor Kathy Sites
“The reallocation of funds from military projects is an ill-advised approach that will have serious
consequences for our military readiness and local economies.”

— a quote from the letter sent by Senator Casey and 10 PA
Congresspeople to the Acting Secretary of Defense, as reported in the
PennLive article titled “Majority of Pa. congressional delegation calls
diversion of funds for military projects to fund border wall ‘ill-advised’”
“I think it is popular across the board. Not only do people know the data on wages, they've lived these
lives of very little wage growth and I think it is the number one economic challenge we have.”
— from an article in US News & World Report titled “Casey Adds Backing
to $15 Minimum Wage Bill in US Senate”
“In our state, if you’re a two-parent family, the cost of center-based care for an infant can take up 12
percent of the income.”
— from an article in Erie News Now titled “Casey among Democrats
supporting affordable child care proposal”
“This bipartisan legislation would give law enforcement and judges additional tools to keep young victims
safe from adults who have stalked them and targeted them online. Stalking and cyber-stalking offenses are
uniquely invasive and distressing for victims and their families, especially when the victim is a minor.”
— from an opinion piece authored by the editorial board of the
Williamsport Sun-Gazette titled “Congress must act to protect children
from cyber-stalking”
“Congress should lower healthcare costs to ensure seniors get the care they need. No one is happy with
the costs of healthcare. It’s too high. Too many families have to pay high premiums or high deductibles or
high out-of-pocket costs.”
If you can get the same drug in Canada for hundreds of dollars less, or thousands of dollars less, then why
wouldn’t we do that here in the United States?
A lot of people have talked about reintroducing this idea of a public option, so when you’re shopping for
healthcare, you can choose a Medicare-like public option to get your healthcare.
In a changing economy and difficult job market, sometimes, a lot of seniors feel that they have to stay on
the job well beyond the age of 65. Costs for healthcare, college tuition, prescription drugs, childcare, have
gone up exponentially. Congress must find solutions for families and seniors.”
— the senator’s comments from an interview, as reported in a WDTN
article titled “Pushing Congress to lower healthcare costs”

Fitzpatrick in the News

“[The vote on H.J. Res. 46] “much bigger than any one issue, and any one president. This is about the
Constitution, the separation of powers, and about setting precedents that apply equally to all future
Congresses and all future presidents.”
— a quote from the representative as reported in an editorial authored by
the editor-in-chief of The Pennsylvania Capitol-Star, as reprinted by the
Bainbridge Island Review under the title “What Two Republicans Tell Us
About Today’s GOP”
“It was just under four months ago that we witnessed the worst attack on the American Jewish community
in our nation’s history, leaving 11 worshipers dead and seven injured in a Pittsburgh synagogue. Jewish
communities across the United States and around the world fear for their physical safety and the security
of their institutions. Congress has an important responsibility to raise awareness of this anti-Jewish bigotry

and to condemn and combat it in all its forms. We look forward to working with our Congressional
colleagues to do all we can to fight anti-Semitism.”
— an excerpt from a letter signed by the representative and his fellowco-chairs of the US House of Representatives’ Bipartisan Task Force for
Combating Anti-Semitism, as reported in an article titled “Antisemitism
Remains ‘Very Serious Problem,’ Newly-Relaunched Bipartisan US
House Task Force Says” from The Algemeiner, a New York based journal
about Jewish issues
“We have the opportunity to make needed reforms to lower costs and increase access to health care. With
skyrocketing premiums in the federal marketplace, state-based exchanges have proven to be more
effective at increasing the rate of coverage and lowering costs. This bipartisan legislation will give states
more options and help families access affordable health care so they can get the care they need.”
— from an article in the Bucks County Courier Times titled “Fitzpatrick,
Kim bill would fund state health care sites”
“[The Crimea Annexation Non-recognition Act] stipulates that no federal agency or US government agency
can take any action or support efforts to recognize the de jure sovereignty of the Russian Federation over
Crimea and the territorial waters… We need to provide strong financial support for Ukraine in the context
of the situation in Donbas, the situation in Crimea.”
— from an article titled “US Congressman: United States committed to
support Ukraine” in Ukrinform, an English-language Ukrainian news outlet
The Philadelphia ABC News affiliate shared a 7+ minute interview they did with Rep. Fitzpatrick titled
“Brian Fitzpatrick on midterm election swing, opioids and '19 politics” - no transcript was available for
quoting.

Toomey in the News

Courtesy of contributor Elayne Baker
"I am concerned about the president’s emergency declaration, and I am still considering how I will vote on
a resolution of disapproval."
— from an article in the York Dispatch titled “Smucker, Perry vote against
measure to block Trump's national emergency”
“I just might end up reintroducing the old bill, but I’m still in discussion with colleagues to see if there are
ways to tweak it so that we could have more support.”
— from an article in the Allentown Morning Call titled “Gun background
check bill clears U.S. House, but is unlikely to advance in GOP-controlled
Senate”
“The vast majority of fentanyl that we discover anywhere across the United States, it doesn’t originate in
the United States. It’s been imported from somewhere else. [The bill] would cut off foreign aid to any
significant fentanyl producing or transiting country if they are not taking sufficient steps to help us fight this
scourge.
The fact is, China has cooperated with us in some important ways. But what China does need to do is to
schedule fentanyl as a broad class that is illegal. And until they’re doing that then, in my view, they’re not

doing all that they can be doing. This legislation would dramatically increase the pressure on China to do
exactly that.”
— from an article in The Citizens Voice titled “Toomey touts bill to block
fentanyl imports”

Learning about Legislation - “Privileged” legislation

When the House passed H.J. Res. 46 to end Trump’s national emergency, it was passed in a such a way
as to force the Senate to take it up within a set period of time. That is because this resolution is
“privileged.”
A Congressional Research Service white paper titled “How Measures Are Brought to the Senate
Floor: A Brief Introduction” explains:
Congress occasionally enacts legislation that provides special procedures for considering
specific measures… These enactments are considered an exercise of the authority
granted in Article I, Section 5, of the Constitution to each house to “determine the rules of
its proceedings.” Some of these statutes specify that a motion to proceed to consider the
measures they govern is non-debatable.
One such piece of legislation that sets up special rules for voting is the National Emergencies Act of 1976.
In the section on terminating a president’s declaration of an emergency it states:
Such a concurrent resolution passed by one House shall be referred to the appropriate
committee of the other House and shall be reported out by such committee together with
its recommendations within fifteen calendar days after the day on which such
resolution is referred to such committee and shall thereupon become the pending
business of such House and shall be voted upon within three calendar days after the
day on which such resolution is reported
That means that Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell cannot ignore H.J.Res. 46, and it cannot be
filibustered into non-existence. That is why CNN has referred to the time after the passage of this
resolution as “the 18 longest days of his political life.” Those 18 days expire on March 16th.

Call to Action - Support this Bill!

H.R. 4/ S. 561: Voting Rights Advancement Act of 2019
This is a bill that was introduced this past week, in the House by Rep. Terri Sewell (D-Ala.) and in the
Senate by Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.). It was announced with great fanfare, and upon its introduction it has
207 cosponsors in the House (all D) and 45 cosponsors in the Senate (43 D, 2 I). The Human Rights
Campaign set the stage for why this bill is necessary:
On June 25, 2013, the Supreme Court delivered a huge blow to civil rights in Shelby
County v. Holder by declaring a key provision in the Voting Right Act (VRA)
unconstitutional. Since the Supreme Court’s ruling, states and localities have brazenly
pushed forward discriminatory changes to voting practices, such as changing district
boundaries to disadvantage select voters, instituting more onerous voter identification
laws, and changing polling locations with little notice. These laws especially
disenfranchise people of color, the elderly, low-income people, and people with
disabilities. Voters are more vulnerable to discrimination now than at any time since the
Voting Rights Act was signed into law more than fifty years ago.
For a more detailed explanation of the reality of voter suppression, please consider listening to this
podcast on the topic with Professor Carol Anderson from Emory University and the ACLU’s At Liberty
hosts.
In the Shelby County v. Holder Supreme Court majority decision (p. 24), it specifically states “Congress
may draft another formula” and “Congress must ensure that the legislation it passes to remedy that

problem speaks to current conditions.” This wording has been interpreted by many as an invitation for
COngress to update the current legislation, something they have failed to do in the 5 and a half years since
the decision was announced. This new bill accepts that invitation. Among other provisions, it will establish
a list of known voter suppression techniques (like cuts to polling places and inadequate multilingual voting
materials) and require that any state legislature attempting to enact legislation including those
discriminatory rules be required to get pre-clearance.
In an interview with The Atlantic, Rep. Sewell made the most concise and persuasive defense of this bill,
observing, “The people’s agenda really depends upon democracy. And the base of the democracy is the
right to vote.”
All nine of PA’s Democrat House members are co-sponsors of this legislation, as is Senator Casey. Please
consider calling them to thank them. And if you live in a district with a Republican House member, it is
incumbent upon us to pressure them to explain why they don’t want to protect the most basic principle of
democracy. This should not be a partisan project - the most recent updates made to the Voting Rights Act
were signed into law with the support of President George W. Bush in 2006, who spoke of “the birthright of
every American - the right to choose our leader.”.
A reminder of other Call to Action bills from previous MoCTrack Reports:
● Allowing Medicare to negotiate pharmaceutical pricing
● Forcing the president to stand up to human rights abuses (like the murder of Jamal Khashoggi)
and disentangling the US from the hostilities in Yemen
● Modernizing a 1988 bill about “undetectable weapons” to include new 3D printed guns
● Prohibiting the president from ordering a nuclear first strike if Congress hasn’t declared war
● The Democrats’ signature ethics reform package, H.R. 1
● A bill to create more IT/Cybersecurity infrastructure and oversight
● A bill to provide back pay to low-wage contractor employees
Thanks for reading up on what our Pennsylvania Members of Congress have been doing this past week.
We’re delighted to have you as a reader. If you liked what you read here and think others need to keep up
with our MoCs, please share our website - http://www.patogether.org/congress.html
Or you can head over to Twitter and search for #MoCTrack and retweet what you see there.
This report brought to you by the PA-01 MoCTrack team...
Elayne Baker
Gary Garb
Kathy Sikes
Kierstyn Piotrowski Zolfo
Are you an introvert activist looking for ways to help a progressive effort that don’t involve phone calls,
door knocking, or leaving your house? We are always seeking additional assistance. Our Congresspeople
are always busy and there is always more for us to cover — tasks big (example - what traditional media is
saying about your MoC) and small (example - what’s your MoC tweeting about) to fit any level of time
commitment or experience. Can you help us out? Please email KierstynPZ@gmail.com and put
"MoCTrack Help" in the subject. Thanks!

