PA-01 Member of Congress Tracking Report - 09/08/19
This is a 100% volunteer effort brought to you by a handful of progressive Democrats and Independents
who share a vision of an informed electorate. We want to offer a big thank you to the Pennsylvania
Together and Pennsylvania Statewide Indivisible organizations who host our report and help us share it
out to the residents of our Commonwealth!
This is the last of our recess reports before both chambers go back into session on September 9th.

Tracking Congress in the Age of Trump
The lower the number, the more the legislator votes in opposition to the Trump agenda. This is just a
reminder of where our MoCs were in April and at the start of August recess,.
Member of Congress

April 7th

August 4th

Senator Bob Casey (D)

30.9%

29.2%

Senator Pat Toomey (R)

87.9%

88.2%

PA-01 Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick (R)

71.8%

69.8%

Nate Silver’s FiveThirtyEight website assesses the voting records of our MoCs to provide this index, by
comparing any bills where President Trump has stated a position, and comparing the vote of the legislator
to that opinion. This is just a reminder, so we have a baseline for moving into congressional action postrecess.

Selected Statements and Recess Activities from our MoCs
What a Member of Congress says and does on August recess gives a good idea of their priorities. Below
you’ll find a selection of their press releases, tweets and publicized activities since Congress left
Washington DC in late July.
A note about the lists of MoC appearances - we are only able to share those that were reported on
publicly. Absence of information does not mean your MoC was sitting around doing nothing in August,
merely that they did not choose to share information about what was occupying their time.
QUICK LINKS… jump straight to the MoCs you care about!
� Senator Bob Casey
� Senator Pat Toomey
� PA-01’s Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick

� Senator Bob Casey
Statements from www.casey.senate.gov
08/05/19 - Casey on Hahnemann & St. Christopher’s Auction: It Is Imperative That Patients Be Prioritized
Over Profits: “As these two institutions are auctioned, I expect anyone looking to purchase them to
commit to three things. First, they must continue to provide care in the community, especially for those
who received services at Hahnemann. Second, they must work to keep graduate medical education slots
in Pennsylvania. And finally, they must provide jobs for workers who have been impacted by these
events. The people of Philadelphia must have access to care and it is imperative that patients be
prioritized over profits.”
08/12/19 - Casey Statement on Trump Administration's Change to Legal Immigration: “This is another
cruel attack on vulnerable children and immigrants who are coming to our country legally. This obscene
rule will do nothing to fix our immigration system. It will only ensure that families, who are legal U.S.

residents, will fear asking for needed assistance, and that children go without healthcare, vital nutrition
assistance and housing.”
08/15/19 - Casey Calls On Israeli Government To Reverse Decision To Bar U.S. Reps. Omar and Talib
From Visiting Israel: “I do not agree with Prime Minister Netanyahu’s decision to bar entry to two United
States Members of Congress – Representatives Ilhan Omar and Rashida Tlaib. While I acknowledge
Israel’s sovereign right to admit or deny entry to any individual, blocking entry to these two United States
Representatives undermines an opportunity for increased understanding and a strengthened
partnership.”
Recess Activities:
● 07/29/19, round table with Berks County residents who have chronic diseases and pre-existing
conditions, about healthcare
● 08/06/19, round table discussion with AFL-CIO members in Philadelphia
● 08/06/19, march and speech with CeaseFirePA, common sense gun reform activists and other
MoCs in Philadelphia
● 08/07/19, speech in Harrisburg with Gov. Wolf to call for gun sense solutions
● 08/13/19, tour of new businesses in Norristown with Montgomery County Commissioners
● 08/14/19, visit to Penn State University’s Ag Progress Days
● 08/15/19, press conference in Philadelphia with Rep. Dwight Evans and others about gun
violence
● 08/21/19, OPEN town hall in Bethlehem
● 08/26/19, panel about STEM education in Indiana County
● 08/28/19, Protect Our Care rally in defence of the ACA, with Gov. Wolf in Harrisburg
● 08/29/19, gun violence forum with students in Bucks County
Tweets from @SenBobCasey:
07/31/19 - “American businesses can no longer ignore the problem of climate change. That’s why I‘m
joining my colleagues in calling on the @USChamber to stop their denial and support bold policies to
address the climate crisis. #ChamberofCarbon”
08/01/19 - “This new data from accounting experts based in Nebraska, Alabama, Colorado and Kansas
shows that U.S. multinational companies increased investment in their overseas operations by 300% after
tax reform. There was barely a blip in their U.S. investments.” tweeted with a link to an Accounting Today
article.
08/04/19 - “Senate Majority Leader McConnell should immediately call the Senate back to Washington
this week to debate and vote on universal background check legislation that was passed by the House in
February.”
08/07/19 - “President Trump’s use of this language has stoked the fires of racism and white supremacy
and inspired the violence we saw this past weekend. If he is at all serious about his call for unity, he will
stop resorting to this hateful rhetoric immediately.” tweeted with a link to a New York Times article
08/09/19 - “Ripping law-abiding parents away from their children is wrong and doing so in the cruelest
manner possible only adds to the emotional and psychological challenges these children will face.”
08/15/19 - “Gun violence is a public health epidemic and it’s long past time for Congress to take action to
address it. There are commonsense steps we can take to reduce the likelihood that a person can
threaten a community with a military-style assault weapon and we must take them.”
08/16/19 - “The Majority Leader should call the Senate back to Washington to debate and vote on gun
violence legislation. Public officials can’t continue to simply offer thoughts and prayers while lives are lost
and families and communities are destroyed because of legislative inaction. We need action.”

08/16/19 - “Today, the 9th circuit dismissed an appeal by the U.S. Government seeking to overturn a
ruling that migrant children in U.S. custody must be provided with edible food, clean water, basic hygiene
items and appropriate sleeping conditions.... That the Administration filed this appeal, or failed to provide
appropriate conditions in the first place is despicable. It should not take a court order to ensure that
children in U.S. custody receive adequate care.”
08/19/19 - “The Administration’s actions, which I have and will continue to oppose, will only harm
women’s healthcare. Planned Parenthood provides vital health care services, like cervical and breast
cancer screening and primary health care, as well as family planning to millions of patients.”
08/21/19 - “This Administration’s policy towards migrant children is one of cruelty. It’s an insult to our
nation.”
08/29/19 - “U.S. Farmers are on the front lines of the of climate change, facing increasing droughts,
floods, extreme temperatures, severe storms and shifting pest and disease pressures. Farmers can also
play a role in mitigating greenhouse gas emissions and storing carbon. We need to support farmers to
ensure they have the tools they need to be leaders in the fight against climate change.”
09/02/19 - “Decades of work, blood and sweat by the men and women of organized labor built the middle
class. Today, we honor their sacrifice. We must also recommit to strengthening the rights of workers to
form a union & stand in solidarity with organized labor.”

Casey in the News
Courtesy of contributor Linda Houk
“The Majority Leader should call the Senate back to Washington to debate and vote on gun violence
legislation.”
— from an article in Dayton Daily News titled “U.S. House set to act on
gun measures following Dayton, El Paso shootings’
"I think it demonstrates you can do quality infrastructure, in this case transportation infrastructure, but you
can do it in a way that reduces our carbon footprint and also provides a remarkable service to a diverse
community… It’s a great example of how one community, in this case a rural county, not only has figured
out a way to solve a lot of its countywide transportation challenges but is also working in common
purpose with other counties as well."
— from an article in the Meadville Tribune titled “Alternative energy,
public transit discussed in Sen. Casey's CATA visit’

"I have just secured a commitment from Philadelphia Energy Solutions (PES) to pay workers through the
end of August...I will continue to monitor the situation and advocate on behalf of workers and families."
— from an article on NBC Philadelphia 10 titled “U.S. Rep. Scanlon
Visits South Philadelphia Refinery as Casey Secures Pay into August for
Workers”
“Climate change is real... It is caused by human activity. It will lead to the deaths of millions of people
around the world, and over time potentially tens of millions. And we gotta do something about it… We’ve
got to keep making the case about how urgent this threat is.”
—from an article in Lehigh Valley Live titled “Gun control to impeachment:
Everything Bob Casey spoke about at Lehigh Valley town hall’
“What if you’ve saved for years for retirement, and all of a sudden, because you’re trying to meet the
obligation (of child care) in real time, you’re expending money from retirement savings? Most seniors,
when they reach that point, have tried to achieve a measure of security that can be completely
undermined because of the obligation they’ve taken on… That act of love is very expensive sometimes.”

— from an article in Trib Live titled “Sen. Bob Casey, seniors look to
stem crisis facing many older Americans’
“There are a number of STEM initiatives in Pennsylvania. This one is unique, though, because not only is
it the only Challenger Center potential opportunity, it comes right from the community. It may be what
they’ve developed here can be a model in other parts of the state even if it is not Challenger Centerfocused… It’s not every day, and frankly very rarely, we have this many leaders in one county coming
together for a common purpose to focus on something as fundamental as STEM education and the future
not only of this county and region, but the whole Commonwealth”
— from an article in the Indiana Gazette titled “Local leaders ask Casey
for help with funds for Challenger Center”
“We should use every possible resource to use policy to target mental health, but we should not use it as
an excuse to avoid gun policy. If you pass one bill that prevents a single mass shooting, the work that
went into passing that one bill is worth all the effort in the world…
“You’re already having an impact… Don’t lose faith.”
— from an article in Bucks County Courier Times titled ‘Sen. Casey and
AG Shapiro meet with students to discuss gun safety’
"Well the top 1%, their tax cut alone in one year cost more than $50 billion [and] by one estimate maybe
$55 (billion) or $56 billion.”
--from an article on WJACTV 6 titled ‘Sen. Casey: Tax cuts, equivalent to
wage increase’
“President Trump and the Republicans tried to rip away health care from millions of Americans... They
tried to repeal the Affordable Care Act and decimate the Medicaid program, and now they are trying to do
it through the courts. We need to be tenacious and vigilant and must keep fighting against these obscene
attempts because it is literally a life or death issue.”
“Not one Republican in Congress has stood up against this… If I live to be 1,000, I will never understand
the opposition to giving more people affordable health care.”
--from an article in the Times Leader titled “Casey: Fight to protect
affordable health care’

� Senator Pat Toomey
Statements from www.toomey.senate.gov:
08/04/19 - Toomey Statement on El Paso and Dayton Shootings: "The mass shootings in El Paso and
Dayton are the latest, horrific examples of the violent scourge that is gripping America. The perpetrators
of these murders are cowards. We must do more to keep guns out of the hands of psychopaths. While no
law will end mass shootings entirely, it's time for Congress to act to help keep our communities safer. We
should start by passing bipartisan proposals such as my legislation with Senator Joe Manchin to expand
background checks to all commercial firearm sales. I also agree with Senator Lindsey Graham that we
should pass a bipartisan "red flag" measure that enables families and law enforcement to obtain a court
order to keep guns away from dangerous individuals."
08/15/19 - Toomey Statement on Philadelphia Shooting: "The shooter who attempted to murder brave
Philadelphia police officers yesterday is a convicted felon who had no right to possess a firearm. In the
coming weeks, more information will hopefully come to light on how the suspect obtained his weapons,
and I have asked ATF and the Department of Justice to keep me apprised of any new information. We
can do more to strengthen our gun safety laws and better protect law enforcement. When Congress
reconvenes, these issues, such as strengthening background checks to keep guns out of the hands of
violent criminals, should be a top priority."

09/04/19 - Toomey: Former Fed Official’s Call to Politicize the Fed is “Rank Partisanship”: “Setting aside
his blatant partisan bias, if the Fed were to exercise its powers in an attempt to influence the outcome of a
presidential election, as Dudley recommends, Congress and any president would move quickly to
eliminate that ability, bringing monetary policy entirely into the political branches of government. Dudley's
recommendation is rank partisanship. It's worrying that someone of his experience is willing to destroy the
Fed's independence to advance his own political agenda.”
Recess Activities:
● 07/29/19, visit to Monroe Energy in Delaware County, where they “know the ethanol mandate
puts their high-paying, blue collar jobs at risk.”
● 09/03/19 - The Senator tweeted out a two minute video that shows clips of all the visits he made
during his August recess. It is a travelogue video, with lots of clips of him handshaking, other
people pointing to things and him smiling, him sitting in cars, and lots of smiling people. The
captions from this video show that he went to Northumberland County, Union County, Snyder
County, Perry County, Clarion County, Forest County, McKean County, and Warren County. No
additional information is available about the content of those visits.
Tweets from @SenToomey:
07/30/19 - “Chinese authoritarianism threatens Hong Kongers' rights to free speech, a fair trial, &
representative government. I'm backing @marcorubio's bipartisan bill reaffirming that the U.S. stands with
Hong Kongers in their struggle for freedom. http://bit.ly/2yzUxYF”
07/31/19 - “Great news to help you get through the hump day: American workers' wages are growing at a
far faster pace than previously thought! ‘Employee compensation rose 4.5% in 2017 and 5% in 2018-some $4.4 billion and $87.1 billion more than previously reported.’” tweeted with an opinion piece from
the Wall Street Journal
08/01/19 - “.@realDonaldTrump is right: China must stop allowing drug dealers to ship deadly fentanyl
into our country. Let’s pass my and @SenDougJones Blocking Deadly Fentanyl Imports Act, which holds
China accountable for being complicit in the fentanyl epidemic.”
08/04/19 - “The mass shootings in El Paso and Dayton are the latest, horrific examples of the violent
scourge that is gripping America. The perpetrators of these murders are cowards. We must do more to
keep guns out of the hands of psychopaths.”
08/05/19 - “Mass shootings and violent gun crimes are tragic American problems. It is past time for
Congress to take action and the Manchin-Toomey background check legislation represents an
opportunity to make actual bipartisan progress to help keep Americans safe.”
08/09/19 - “President @realDonaldTrump is spot on. Background checks will help to keep guns out of the
hands of violent criminals & the dangerously mentally ill. @Sen_JoeManchin's & my bill does just that,
while protecting the 2nd Amdt. rights of law abiding citizens. Let's get this done.”
08/13/19 - “Kudos to @EPAAWheeler for easing the burden of the costly + environmentally-destructive
ethanol mandate. It’s going to help PA refineries stay competitive and working toward USA energy
independence.” tweeted with a link to a Reuters article
08/21/19 - “I have spoken w/ the president directly and my staff and I have talked with the White House
regularly over the past 2 weeks about extending background checks to cover all commercial firearm sales
to keep guns out of the hands of violent criminals and the dangerously mentally ill.”
09/02/19 - “Our country is home to the most skilled, entrepreneurial, and innovative workforce in the
world. I hope everyone has a restful and safe Labor Day.”

Toomey in the News
Courtesy of contributor Elayne Baker
“I don’t know exactly whether we will get a different outcome. I certainly hope we do. I hope that if nothing
else, the accumulated pain of so many of these horrific experiences will be motivation to do something.”
— from a 08/05/19 Allentown Morning Call article titled “President Trump
called Pennsylvania Sen. Pat Toomey to talk about gun control
legislation in response to latest mass shootings”
“The category referred to as assault weapons are overwhelmingly very popular firearms that have no
more firepower than ordinary hunting rifles… There is nothing intrinsically different to that gun that
warrants them to be banned. I don’t think we are going to make progress if go after categories of very
very popular and widely owned firearms.”
— from a 08/05/19 article in PennLive titled “Pat Toomey seeks to revive
background checks legislation; opposes ban on military style firearms”
“They are extremely popular, so to ban an extremely popular firearm, I’m not going to support that, that
would be an infringement on the rights of law-abiding citizens.”
— from a 08/06/19 article in the Huffington Post titled “Sen. Pat Toomey
Won’t Back Banning Assault Weapons Because They’re ‘Extremely
Popular’”
“I’m trying to remove the corn component entirely — so I would dramatically reduce the ethanol mandate.
It would also relieve refineries from the obligation of buying (an accounting device) to prove compliance
with the regulation, but it can be extremely expensive and very problematic for refiners. It’s been clearly
documented that with all of the pollutants that go into the entire process from beginning to end, it’s better
for the environment to actually use gasoline.”
— from a 08/08/19 article in the Bradford Era titled “Toomey visits ARG
to discuss corn ethanol mandate”
“The Democrats have moved left from where they were, but there are many Democrats that want an
outcome. They want to see progress. Those Democrats understand they’re not going to get everything
they would like, so we’ll see if they can agree to settle for progress. There’s nothing that the president has
said that causes me to think that this is a lost cause.”
— from a 08/28/19 article in the Allentown Morning Call titled “Pat
Toomey says a breakthrough on expanding gun background checks
‘might be close’ as he works with President Trump”
“There’s no question that trade uncertainty is contributing to the slowdown. We’re in a very good place.
The danger is: Where are we going to be a year from now if concerns about trade continue to be an
irritant to growth?”
— from a 08/29/19 article in Politico titled “Republicans grow anxious
about the Trump economy”
“There’s no logical reason why you must have a background check to buy from a retailer, but not online or
at a gun show,” Toomey said. “The Manchin-Toomey background check bill will save lives.”
— from a 09/04/19 article in the Bradford Era titled “Toomey touts
expanded background checks for firearm sales”

� PA-01’s Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick
Statements from his official website
08/08/19 - Fitzpatrick, Norcross Introduce Bipartisan Child Safety Legislation: “Having the necessary DNA
samples ready on standby allows law enforcement to spend their time tracking down a child’s location,
not their fingerprints. I am proud to introduce this legislation with Congressman Norcross to give parents
and law enforcement the tools they need to protect our nation’s kids.”

08/12/19 - Fitzpatrick Leading Bipartisan Trip to Southern Border: “The humanitarian crisis on America’s
Southern border has been politicized to an unacceptable degree. Cutting through the noise requires
visiting areas most affected to listen, learn, and find lasting bipartisan policy solutions.”
08/23/19 - Fitzpatrick, Harder Statement on Southern Border Trip: “As members of the Problem Solvers
Caucus, we believe in results-oriented, effective policy measures that unite separate entities behind a
common goal. Our trip to the border was rooted in that belief. As Americans, we prioritize our national
security, as do we upholding the humanitarian standards aligned with our democratic values… Ending the
humanitarian crisis on the Southern border will require members of both parties to discuss solutions that
protect children and the rule of law. We urge our colleagues to avoid partisanship and come together to
enact immigration policies all Americans can be proud of.”
Recess Activities:
● 07/30/19, visited PulserR Ruggedized Solutions in Bristol
● 08/02/19, toured Precision Finish of Quakertown
● 08/06/19, participated in a district Swap with Rep. Conor Lamb, started with a visit to L3Harris in
Bristol
● 08/06/19, met with local constituent “Problem Solvers”
● 08/07/19, hosted a student event with Rep. Lamb (and claimed it was a town hall, it wasn’t)
● 08/13/19, travelled to the border with Rep. Josh Harder
● 08/22/19, visited Labratory Testing and took a tour of their operations
● 08/27/19, travelled to PA-17 for the second half of his district swap with Rep. Lamb
● 08/30/19, hosted a senior expo in Perkasie (and claimed it was a town hall, it wasn’t)
● 09/04/19, visited technical apprenticeship programs with JEVS Human Services
Tweets from @RepBrianFitz:
07/30/19 - “This is a huge victory for the Problem Solvers Caucus and for First Responders across the
US. It was a moral imperative to get this done, and I hope the President’s signature provides hope and
peace of mind to 9/11 First Responders and their families.” tweeted with a link to the Intelligencer
08/02/19 - “After serving in Congress with my friend @HurdOnTheHill for over two years, I can say there
are few more thoughtful, passionate, and patriotic leaders out there. We will miss his perspective in
Washington.”
08/02/19 - “With more people in the labor force than ever before and with rising wages, our economy is
booming!” tweeted with a link to an article from CNBC
08/04/19 - “It is incomprehensible that Americans must be concerned for their safety when they shop at a
Walmart store, arrive at school, attend a festival, or go to their house of worship. It is time to put aside
differences and change our laws and policies to address these threats and prevent these horrific acts
from occurring. Hate in all of its forms must end.”
08/20/19 - “Today, nearly all union workers were laid off at the PES Refinery. Yesterday, I joined federal,
state, and city officials to stand in solidarity with union members and their families affected by the
refinery’s closing.”
08/24/19 - “Congress must fulfill its promise to children with special needs and our school districts. I was
proud to join my friend @CongBoyle and representatives from @Centennial_SD to advocate for our
legislation to ensure full IDEA funding.”
09/01/19 - “We stand behind Odessa, Midland and the entire West Texas community as they cope with
yet another heinous act of gun violence. The FBI, ATF and Texas Department of Public Safety will have
investigative information forthcoming as it is obtained.”

Fitzpatrick in the News
“I welcome the President’s endorsement of Extreme Risk Protection Orders as effective measures to
reduce gun violence. Protecting our communities from the horrors witnessed in El Paso and Dayton
requires Republicans and Democrats to come together to find bipartisan policy solutions. Our legislation
does just that.”
— from a 08/05/19 article in the Augusta Free Press titled “Extreme Risk
Protection Order Act sponsors respond to Trump”
“Bringing all of the stakeholders together so that they can hear each others concerns, sort of that cross
pollination, and simultaneously they are educating and informing the very people that sit on the
committees of jurisdiction, that is kind of the whole point of this with the overarching message of
bipartisanship. I think this is what the community wants to see and this is what the country wants to see.
They don’t want to see all the Hatfield vs. McCoy stuff they see on TV.”
— from a 08/07/19 article in the Bucks County Courier Times titled
“Congressman Fitzpatrick hosts Democrat Conor Lamb, addresses
veteran affairs”
"My message to my colleagues is: Don't allow fear of special-interest groups to stop you from doing the
right thing...Whether it's gun safety, the environment, or LGBT equality, you've got to run your own race."
— from a 08/09/19 article in The Advocate titled “Suburban voters in red
states threaten GOP's grip on power”
“The humanitarian crisis on America’s Southern border has been politicized to an unacceptable degree.
Cutting through the noise requires visiting areas most affected to listen, learn, and find lasting bipartisan
policy solutions.”
— from a 08/12/19 article in the Levittown Now titled “Congressman
Leading Trip To Southern Border”
“We saw the whole system from soup to nuts. We saw incredible overcrowding but not mistreatment. We
spoke to several children and adults, and they all said they were being treated well.”
“We were told that DNA testing showed that 30 to 40% of ‘families’ showing up were not organic families.
People are ‘renting’ or kidnapping children to help themselves and others get into the country. And the
agents and others we spoke to said they are seeing the same children. They are being recycled for this
purpose. It’s an awful situation. It breaks your heart.”
— from a 08/14/19 article in the Bucks County Courier Times titled “Rep.
Brian Fitzpatrick finds ‘incredible’ overcrowding at southern border
facility”
"We don't want to base policy decisions on hearsay, we don't want to base it on media reports."
— from a 08/19/19 article on Newsradio 1080 titled “Fitzpatrick calls for
DNA testing at southern border”
MoCTrack Note - Newsradio 1080 originally cited those same statistics that Rep. Fitzpatrick cited
in the Bucks County Courier Times article above (from 8/14). They removed that portion of the
article in the following days and added an editor’s note that reads “A previous version of this
story contained a statistic KYW Newsradio has been unable to independently verify. While we
work to gather more information, the statistic in question has been removed.”
“That’s how we manage our families, that’s how we manage our businesses is coming to the center.
Government should be no different.”
— from a 09/05/19 article in Erie NewsNow titled “How the Problem
Solvers Caucus is creating change in Washington”

“Working students should not lose financial aid for simply trying to cover their basic needs, nor should dire
hardship lead to an exhaustion of Pell Grant eligibility. Congress must seek solutions to the student debt
crisis facing our country, and this bipartisan legislation is a step in the right direction.”
— from a 09/07/19 article in Alaska Native News titled “Young
Cosponsors Bipartisan Legislation to Strengthen Financial Aid and
Support”

This report brought to you by the Pennsylvania MoCTrack team...
Elayne Baker
Gary Garb
Linda Houk
Kierstyn Piotrowski Zolfo
We are seeking additional assistance. Our Congresspeople are always busy and there is always more for
us to cover — tasks big and small to fit any level of time commitment or experience. In particular we are
looking for folks to help keep an eye on the traditional media presences of most of our MoCs. We have
Casey and Toomey covered, but we need help with all of our Reps! Can you help us out? Please
email KierstynPZ@gmail.com and put "MoCTrack Help" in the subject. Thanks!

